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Men's Squash team as they trounced Dartmouth, Harvard, and In their quarterfinal match, the Trinity men faced the 
Princeton to win their 11th national championship title, adding eighth-ranked Dartmouth College Big Green at the 
three more victorious matches to their 11 ·year winning streak in Lawrenceville School in Lawrenceville, NJ, just outside 
the process. The Trinity men entered the College Squash Princeton. The Big Green did not present the Bantams with a 
Association Team Championship on Friday, Feb. 20 ranked num- substantial challenge, as the Trinity men won easily for the 
her one in the country. team's 200th consecutive win. All nine Bantams were tri-
The CSA Team Championship includes the top eight colle- umphant in three games and no more than four points were 
giate squash teams in the country, who play three single-elimi- scored against them in any single game. 
nation matches with the overall winner receiving the coveted Saturday pitted the Trinity men against the fifth-ranked 
Potter Trophy. For the last 10 years, Trinity has taken the tro- Harvard University Crimson, winners of Friday's quarterfinal 
phy home, but after their close match against Princeton last upset of the fourth-place Cornell team. The Bantams moved to 
weekend, the Tigers entered the tournament looking for redemp- Princeton University's squash courts for the semifinal game, 
tion. But before they saw Princeton, the Bantams had a few 
see WIN on page 15 
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Tripod Editorials 
Conversations ... 
Last Thursday I went to tionships with professors will 
"Conversations over a be likely. Outside of an academ-
Cocktail", my third time ic setting (classes, lectures, 
attending such an event. For etc.), "Conversations over a 
the first time, I left the event Cocktail" has provided a rare 
with interest piqued, with opportunity to make these 
ideas rolling through my mind types of connections. 
not only of why things happen I am in no way saying that 
the way they do on this cam- this is the only, or best, way to 
pus, but what we can do to alter go about this. The turnout at 
the negative things that hap- the most recent "Conversation" 
pen, and how to perpetuate the was the lowest of the ones I 
positive things that happen as have been to, which may have 
well. All of these concepts are contributed to my enjoyment of 
abstract, and it would not do to it, but may also be a sign that 
ponder these here, at least not the novelty has worn off and 
now. people are no longer excited 
The topic that dominated and eager to attend. I hope that 
the discussion group I was in this is not the case, because of 
was about whether the event the three discussions I have 
would have such a draw with-
out the "cocktail" component, 
and whether, if the answer was 
no, this was a bad thing. My 
personal thoughts are that the 
draw would not be as present. 
This, though, is not something 
to be worked up about. When in 
moderation, this can be taken 
as an affirmation that students 
and faculty can interact in an 
adult setting, beyond a class-
room, and perhaps transcend a 
student-teacher relationship to 
the point where both student 
and teacher are simply both 
members of the Trinity commu-
nity. Pretensions, intimidation, 
and the opposite of intimida-
tion (whatever that may be) 
removed, true and honest dis· 
cussion is not only possible, but 
likely. 
One of the most interesting 
points made by a professor in 
my group was the fact that they 
look for the invitation to 
events. The professor said that 
she was wary of stepping on 
student toes, that it was 
refreshing that students were 
not only interested, but eager, 
to talk about issues with facul-
ty, and to work with faculty on 
possible solutions. I have writ· 
ten multiple times in the past 
about what I feel the values of 
a liberal arts education are. I 
think that the ability to form a 
strong community of students, 
professors, and staff is one of 
these values. A student chooses 
a small college under an 
assumption that class sizes will 
be small, and that close rela -
been a part of the most recent 
was also the most productive. 
One of the professors in my 
group spoke of a conversation 
he had had with another profes-
sor from the time when there 
was a pub on campus. The pro-
fessor of whom he was talking 
had told him that the best dis· 
cussions he had had with stu-
dents had been over a glass of 
wine or beer at the campus pub. 
Now, with the financial state of 
the College delaying the new 
pub's construction to some 
unknown date, the possibility of 
social drinking with professors 
is all the more unlikely. The 
new After Office Hours program 
set up by the Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
(see "SGA Forms Fresh New 
Program, Tripod 2/3/09) is cer· 
tainly a step in the right direc-
tion. As a First·Year Mentor 
last semester, I saw the change 
in the students after we took a 
trip to the Hartford Stage. They 
were more comfortable with 
each other, with me, and with 
the professor. If I can have a 
cup of coffee or a drink with a 
professor, I am invariably going 
to be more comfortable in the 
classroom and in other realms 
of interaction. 
My fraternity has tradition-
ally had a number of 
Engineering majors as broth-
ers, and a particular group of 
them, who graduated last year, 
held an annual barbeque at the 
house at the end of the spring 
semester, inviting their fellow 
majors and professors. While it 
was certainly an interesting 
sight to see professors in my 
backyard grilling, it was at the 
same time refreshing to know 
that the brothers' relationships 
with the professors were solid 
enough to warrant this. 
The best professors are 
those who enjoy teaching, and 
those who appreciate and like 
students. I hear fellow students 
speak of professors who "hate 
students", though I have never 
experienced this personally. 
This makes no sense to me. 
That I like being at a small col· 
lege so much is part of the rea· 
son I am interested in perhaps 
being a professor someday, 
though this is certainly a 
heavy-handed and faraway 
goal. If I were to be a professor, 
I would want to be at a place 
like Trinity, where I would have 
the opportunity to make a posi· 
tive impact, and where I would 
be able to teach small classes to 
students with whom I share 
interests. This intellectual col· 
loquium is what I dreamed of 
coming to Trinity, and one of 
the many things I am glad to 
have experienced and glad that 
I will have the opportunity to 
participate in in the future. I 
am glad to say that it has been 
somewhat of a reality, and hope 
that more opportunities like 
"Conversations over a Cocktail" 
will arise. Maybe I will have to 
take up my desires and take 
some initiative, as the organiz· 
ers of "Conversations" have. 
If any professors have made 
it this far in this piece, I would 
encourage you to submit to the 
Tripod. We strive to be a pla 
of discussion for the Trinity 
community, and that obviously 
goes beyond students. One of 
the main goals in publishing 
last semester's "Issue on 
Campus Climate" was to keep 
the discussion on Campus 
Climate going, and several pro-
fessors contributed pieces. If 
this is to be, as anything at 
Trinity is, an exercise in the lib· 
eral arts, professors ought to be 
involved. "Jimmy Gets Carv'd 
Up", or whatever form it may 
take in the future, is excellent. 
Perhaps this level of profes· 
sor involvement is an antiquat· 
ed ideal, but then again, so are 
the liberal arts, supposedly. 
·J.E.K. 
Tri pod Ed itor ials rep rese n t t he views of t he executive board of The Trinity Tripod, 
com r ised o f th e Editor-in - Chief and the Ma na in Editor. 
II interested, please contact 
Spons Editors 
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Media Dictates Direction of Our Attention 
Zach Sonenshine '11 
What ever happened to 
health care? The issue that 
defined perhaps the most close-
ly contested primary in recent 
history has since faded from 
the public radar. Granted, we 
have experienced a bit of an 
economic decline that might 
have stunted the progress of a 
new health care policy. Still, 
thus far, the biggest health 
care story of the new adminis-
tration was that Tom Daschle 
did not pay his taxes. 
Undoubtedly, politics aside, we 
understand that our country is 
facing a healtq care dilemma. 
The question remains how 
did health care move from one 
of the great problems of our 
generation to a more nuanced 
issue to be left for another day? 
Certainly the gravity of the 
problem has not lessened. In 
fact, the failings of the economy 
have likely worsened the prob-
lem. A number of factors have 
slowed the health care debate, 
however, one particularly 
potent reason is the ability of 
the media to dictate what we, 
as consumers of news, believe 
to be important. 
It is disconcerting to think 
\ S-
that perhaps we do not have 
complete autonomy over our 
thoughts and beliefs. If the dis-
appearance of the health care 
debate from the 24-hour news 
cycle is not convincing, certain-
ly a number of stories that 
have fallen out of the news 
cycle. 
Over Thanksgiving break, 
there was a terrorist attack in 
Mumbai, India. The story was 
played continuously, but some-
how lost steam before a follow-
up story was produced. 
see CONSUMERS on page 5 
Avoiding a Racial Discussion: 
America The Cowardly? 
Kyle Winnick '09 
When I saw a YouTube clip 
of Attorney General Eric 
Holder calling America, "a 
nation of cowards," regarding 
racial discussion, I could not 
have agreed more. I believe we 
have mistaken corporate eti-
quette for racial egalitarianism 
in America. While becoming 
"politically correct" in public 
has certainly mitigated racially 
insensitive comments in the 
workplace, it has also acted as 
disillusionment for much of our 
nation. 
New York Times columnist 
Charles Blow cited a CNN 
report in his latest column that 
found that 72 percent of whites 
thought blacks overestimated 
the amount of discrimination 
against them, while 82 percent 
of blacks thought that whites 
underestimated the amount of 
discrimination against blacks. 
What this discrepancy implies, 
if nothing else, is that there is a 
lack of understanding between 
our white and black communi-
ties; an understanding that I 
believe can only be achieved 
through candid conversation 
that America is too fearful to 
start. 
I understand the trepida-
tion. I do not think I have ever 
had a truly forthright conversa-
tion concerning race with any-
one who wasn't white. I would 
like to think the reason for this 
is that there was never a need 
for one; I, like Steven Colbert, 
am "color-blind" and thus, since 
I am not racist, such a conver-
sation would be irrelevant. Of 
course, this is doubly absurd. 
Everybody is racist to a certain 
degree, even if at a purely 
unconscious level. If someone 
believes they are not racist, 
they are still not excluded from 
racial dialogue. Having said 
this, I do not expect to have 
such a conversation anytime 
soon, especially one not facili-
tated by an organization. 
The fact speaks for itself. 
my conversations seem to 
digress over a litany of topics -
from athletics to politics, video-
games to job aspirations - but 
never racial issues. The most 
profound I get is revealing my 
appreciation of "exotic-looking" 
women. Am I unique? Doubtful. 
People tend to avoid talking 
about uncomfortable things, 
and race can be as uncomfort-
able a topic as any. Perhaps 
this is why the only time race is 
addressed is usually in a come-
dy act (Dave Chappelle, George 
Carlin, Richard Pryor, etc); 
being able to laugh at some-
see CURRENT on page 5 
Economic Miracles Should Not 
Be Expected from Pres. Obama 
Seth Hull '11 
Over a month ago, Barack 
Obama's inauguration injected 
a sense of hope into our strug-
gling country. Despite the ane-
mic state of our economy, 
Obama symbolized a changing 
of the guards. Upon his swear-
ing in, the country seemed to 
take a collective breath of 
fresh air. 
These feelings of relief were 
warranted: after eight years of 
incompetence in the Oval 
Office, any change would have 
been positive. Fortunately, in 
addition to leaving this inepti-
tude behind, the United States 
has also elected a president 
with seemingly limitless prom-
ise. Millions of Americans have 
eagerly placed their trust in 
the hands of one of the most 
idolized presidents in the his-
tory of the United States. 
But despite the refreshing 
sense of hope that Obama 
instills in our stale nation, all 
economic indicators point 
towards a deepening recession. 
Over the next six months, the 
unemployment rate is forecast-
ed to grow by roughly 0.2 per-
cent per month. Moreover, this 
projected increase in the 
unemployment rate entails a 
concurrent drop in the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), 
which has already fallen in 3 
out of the last 5 quarters. Can 
President Obama save us? 
Maybe, but don't expect a 
miracle. Unfortunately, it 
seems the economic turmoil 
left in Bush's wake may be too 
complicated and deep for any 
government to remedy alone. 
However, that is not to say 
that the recent government 
bailout packages have been in 
vain. On the contrary, despite 
the alleged misdirection of 
some of this money (bonuses, 
etc ... ), the bailout packages 
were never intended to be a 
panacea, as some have desper-
ately hoped. Rather, these 
twelve-figure injections of 
(borrowed) government money 
were merely meant to mitigate 
the damage caused by over a 
decade's worth (in truth, it 
started even before Bush and 
his war) of financial negligence 
and recklessness. 
To emerge from the reces-
sion, our economy needs a 
dosage of shock therapy - an 
outside influence - that will 
most likely come in the form of 
a radical technological 
advancement or discovery (e.g. 
alternative energy). 
Government spending per se 
will neither fix the economy, 
nor was it designed for that 
purpose. If everything goes 
according to plan, recent and 
future bailouts will buy the 
United States the time it needs 
to stumble upon a technologi-
see STIMULUS on page 5 
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A Trinity Alum Reflects: In.Good 'Company' 
Douglas Thom III '78 
Note: Words in quotation 
marks refer to songs in the 
musical Company. 
I'm 'Sorry' I did not get to 
see the January production of 
Stephen Sondheim's 
"Company"; I'm 'Grateful' to 
have sung with and, most espe-
cially, to have known the show's 
director and Professor of Music 
Gerald Moshell. I graduated 
from Trinity one score and 
eleven years ago. Since then, I 
have worked in theatre, orato-
rio, and opera, from New York, 
NY to St. Petersburg, Russia. 
I have had the pleasure and 
misfortune to know directors, 
accompanists, composers, con-
ductors, scholars, and perform-
ing artists who are more 
famous, who have longer 
resumes, whose names are 
more frequently 'In Lights.' I 
have yet to meet anyone who 
possesses a deeper knowledge 
of his field of study, who can 
explain in layman's or in theo-
retically detailed terms why 
one song, one scene, one key, 
one pun, one composer, one 
modulation, one alliteration, 
one capitulation, is 'Better' than 
another. And I have yet to meet 
anyone who lives more 
irrefutably for the art, the 
'Process,' and his 'Pupils,' than 
for 'Self'. 
Gerry is what I call a 
'Twelve Cord' musician and 
teacher, in a 'Three Cord' era of 
creativity and scholarship. He 
is a Steinway among Casios. He 
is a Stradivarius amidst 'Guitar 
Heroes'. He is Stravinsky (or 
Sullivan or Sondheim) humbly 
plying his trade in the 'Idolic' 
wasteland that American com-
position and performance has 
become. 
I remember my four years at 
Trinity with fondness. I 'Did It 
All' there: academics, sports, 
choir, theatre, Pipes, frats, 
friends. Gerry did not arrive 
until my senior year. If I had 
not met him, my experience 
would have been far less rich. 
In this 'Perverse' economy, 
for every stalwart advocate of 
'Art Preservation on Campus', 
there will be 'Another Hundred 
People' who shout: forget the-
ater and dance; sing in the sum-
mer; compose after you gradu-
ate; seek out your 'Expressive 
Self' once you have learned a 
'Practical Skill'. 
Hindsight being what it is, 
and cliched as I know this will 
sound, life after school, whether 
under Capitalism, Socialism, 
regulation or deregulation, is 
not only about 'Work'. I also 
know this. As 'Staggering' as 
the cost of tuition at this or any 
other private school may seem, 
the education, in the broadest 
sense of the word, which Dr. 
Moshell provides his students is 
'Priceless'. I'll even go so far as 
to say, until a Trinity undergrad 
has studied or performed with 
Gerry, he can only pretend to 
know the meaning of the 
phrase, 'Being Alive'. 
This week we 
asked students: 
What are you 
doing for Trinity 
Days? 
"Going down to Washington 
D.C. to get wasty-face with the 
Model AU crowd." 
- Mike Blottin 'l 0 
''I'm going to visit friends at 
another school and working on 
my thesis." 
- Bridget Johnston '09 
"Maxin' and rela.xin"' 
- Ben Cooper '11 
"Rehearsing, forever. Come see 
Our Town ReJJuited " 
- Connor Wessels '09 
'Tm roadtripping home with my 
roomate from last year, Will 
Murphy." 
- Alex Schreiber '11 
"Going to the doctor in Boston to play 
with stethoscopes, reading books, drink-
ing 8 bottles of water per day and trying 
out for the "Finger Blasters" Rock Band. 
I might also go bobsledding like they do 
in that movie with the Jamaican gentle-
men who go to the olympics. Or maybe 
I'll dissect fetal pigs like I did in high 
school in anatomy class. That was fun." 
- Peter Walters '11 
'Tm going to Boston to 
hang out with my dog." 
- Alicia Maestri '11 
"I am visiting friends at BC." 
- Ben Speicher '11 
"Not sure yet. And what about 
lf?,,, yourse . 
"I will be changing poopy dia-
pers and wiping boogies for 
money." 
- Kevin Sun '09 
'Tm going to my friend's house 
and I'm planning to do nothing 
but eat." 
- Emily Turner '09 
- Ari Miller '09 
"Visiting a friend's house in 
Pennsylvania." 
- Zoe Nageotte '12 
An Unavoidable Ailment We 
Can Call the College Crud 
John Culver '11 
It starts with an itch in the John Culver: So how 
throat. Later on, the itch starts 
to inch closer and closer to the 
base of the throat. You start to 
cough, but you tell yourself 
that it is nothing. A few days go 
by and whatever bothered you 
before seems innocuous. Yet, 
later that day, you start to lose 
energy, focus, and motivation. 
"Wow I am tired," you say to 
yourself, and you try to reason 
that you did not get enough 
sleep and that you will feel bet-
ter tomorrow after some more 
rest. 
Tomorrow rolls around and 
that itch begins to burn down 
your throat and you feel like a 
brick hit you square in the face. 
Congestion soon ensues, and 
you have to conclude that you 
are not entirely sick, yet you 
are far from prime capabilities 
and acceptable cognitive per-
formance. 
Borrowing the phrase from 
Senator John McCain, "my 
friends," it looks like you have 
the college crud. The college 
crud is a phenomenon that goes 
medically undi-
would you describe the the 
crud? 
Zach: Weird, flemmy 
cough. 
JC: Would you say there is 
some sort of progressive devel-
opment of the illness? 
z: Uh ... if I had to say there 
is a progression ... I don 't know, 
it just reaches a point where it 
doesn't go away. You wake up 
with it one morning and it 
keeps coming back for more. 
JC: Any other side effects? 
z: I don't know, not being 
able to study. I am not sure. 1 
don't do that anyway. 
JC: Where would you say it 
originates? 
z: I am fairly certain that 
that stuff comes from playing 
beer pong off of dusty cups. 
JC: Anything else to add? 
z: At Trinity, I am pretty 
sure that a major source of the 
crud comes from Jarvis. It 
begins there at room 108. 
As I hung up the phone, 
Zach started coughing horren-
dously. 
agnosed year in 
and year out. It 
originates in the 
uncleanness of 
college dorm 
rooms. It lays 
and reproduces 
exponentially on 
filthy floors , idle 
It seems we are just 
going to have stick with 
it. Understand and 
Still, with 
no remedy in 
sight, I reached 
for my phone 
and dialed my accept that it is one of 






microwaves, and the unwashed 
sheets of many students. It 
leaps onto desks and lonely 
lamps. 
No one can see it without a 
creative imagination or without 
the help of an electromagnetic 
microscope. It strives on half-
filled, open beer cans and on 
the tops of undusted drawers 
and refrigerators. It forms a 
symbiotic relationship with the 
population of people who 
believe that showering at inter-
vals of forty-eight hours is 
acceptable. 
The college crud is a subtle 
epidemic that infects almost 
every college in the U.S. (yes, 
the Ivy League as well, no 
school is impregnable). It is not 
preventable, but it is important 
to know that once you have the 
college crud, the pain is 
ephemeral. But, unlike chicken 
pox, you will get the college 
crud on multiple unfortunate 
occasions. 
So how do you treat the 
tide? The instructions are not 
so simple. You first have to 
realize that antibiotics are out 
of the question, and over the 
counter medicine has proven 
meagerly successful. Seek help 
at the local hospital? No. Clean 
your room? Good idea, but no. 
You need to pass it on to anoth-
er student; share food, drinks, 
books, everything. You also 
have to drink three cartons of 
orange juice and a bucket of no-
doze nightly. 
Yet, these remedies are sole-
ly my prescriptions, and a 
panacea has yet to be found. 
I wanted to get the opinions 
of two students at two different 
colleges. First, I interviewed 
my friend, Zach from the 
University of South Carolina: 
University: 
John Culver: How would 
you describe the crud? In other 
words, what symptoms do you 
have? 
Colin: Sleepy; always have 
a scratchy sore throat and con-
gested. 
JC: Where would you say it 
comes from? 
C: The gross-ass dorm 
rooms and the (expletive) food. 
The food might have laxatives 
in it (expletive)... always get 
rough stomachs from bad food. 
JC: What percentage of peo· 
ple would you say have the 
crud off and on? 
C: Everyone I know. I don't 
know an exact percentage but 
probably 90 percent. 
it? 
JC: Any solutions for curing 
C: Move off campus. 
JC: Thanks for trying man. 
C: Good lucli. 
While Zach and I could not 
agree on a remedy, Colin's pro-
posal to move off campus was 
insightful but not always prac-
tical. We cannot all move off 
campus because surely some of 
us will bring the crud with us. 
For students already off cam· 
pus, one could argue that they 
are in a better predisposition. 
So it seems we are just going to 
have to stick with it. 
Understand and accept that it 
is one of the thorns of being a 
college student. 
Let it come and go, pass it 
along, drink 'no-doze,' overdose 
on orange juice, sleep for 48 
hours, or move off campus if 
you haven't done so already. 
While in college, the crud will 
stay with you wherever you go, 
for it is a moveable yeast. 
Consumers Must Develop 
Responsibility for their News 
continued from page 3 
On the heels of Senator 
Hillary Clinton's confirmation 
for Secretary of State, specula-
tion regarding who Governor of 
New York David Patterson 
would choose for her replace-
ment arose. Chief among the 
considerations included philan-
thropist Caroline Kennedy. The 
story received overwhelming 
attention, but quickly died 
when popular opinion made it 
clear that she was not a viable 
candidate. The new senator 
from New York is former 
Congresswoman Kristin 
Gillibrand, an appointment 
that can now be reduced to a 
"fun fact". 
Finally, we come to the infa-
mous former Governor of 
' Illinois Rod Blagojevich. U.S. 
Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald 
arrested Blagojevich on Dec. 9, 
2008 for federal corruption 
charges. What began as a crim-
inal investigation, led by 
Fitzgerald, ended with 
impeachment in the Illinois 
House and Senate, at least as 
far as the news cycle is con-
cerned. 
While it is easy and tempt-
ing to blame the media, they 
are only facilitating the prob-
lem, not creating it. Major 
news outlets like CNN compete 
for ratings. Thus, it is to be 
expected that they will not 
entertain the full story. 
Ultimately, it is our job as 
consumers to understand the 
limitations of the media. We 
must look to the news networks 
as building blocks in our 
understanding of the world, 
not the final product. News 
networks are often criticized 
for reporting too heavily on a 
given story, and this is a valid 
criticism. But by the same 
token, these stories are often 
stranded by the networks, leav-
ing consumers with the respon-
sibility to follow up on their 
own. 
If we return to the example 
of health care, we can apply 
this principle. Health care is no 
less significant now than when 
it was consistently in the news 
cycle. In light of recent events, 
specifically the banking crises 
and the stimulus package, 
health care fell out of favor 
with media consumers. 
Accordingly, if we as consumers 
are, in fact, looking for the full 
picture, not the fragmented 
view provided by the news 
cycle, we have a responsibility 
to educate ourselves and dic-
tate for ourselves what we 
believe is important. 
Stimulus Package to Mitigate, 
Not Solve Recession 
continued from page 3 
cal stimulant, allowing us to 
leave this persistent recession 
behind. 
So no, not even Obama and 
his team of credentialed econo-
mists will be able to save our 
economy in the near future . 
While they may steer the coun-
try in the right direction (i.e. 
reluctant but necessary gov-
ernment spending), the jour-
ney out of this recession will be 
indefinitely long, and will rely 
heavily upon external factors, 
out of the control of any gov-
ernment official. For now, our 
government must simply keep 
our economy from reaching the 
depths of the Great 
Depression. 
Sadly, the offshoot of this 
lack of a government-supplied 
cure is not exclusively econom-
ic: the recession has precipitat-
ed an increase in party poli-
tics, as Republicans have 
latched onto the deepening 
recession as proof of Obama's 
ostensible inadequacy. 
Republican pundits and con-
gressmen alike have conslS-
tently overlooked the 
inevitability of the recession's 
tenacity, affording themselves 
an opportunity to pillory the 
left for its "socialist" tenden-
cies. 
It's a shame that 
Republicans have abused the 
recession as a device for for-
warding their political agenda, 
rather than using it as a com-
mon problem over which our 
country can unite. Baselessly 
labeling President Obama 
with such extreme terms as 
"socialist" and "dictatorial" 
merely underlines the impul-
sive, short-sighted, demagogi-
cal nature of American politics, 
and accentuates how divided 
our country has become. 
The picture of the 
Democratic Party that 
Republicans have painted -
one of President Obama sitting 
in the Oval Office, deviously 
conspiring to socialize America 
at any cost - is preposterous, 
and is a cheap shot to the face 
of a country that is already on 
the verge of a knockout. 
We know you care 
about something ... 
Get your word out to the Trinity 
Community and get involved 
th.rough Tbe Trinity TripoiJ 
Please send your articles to 
Anne.Benjamin@trincoll.edu and 
Joshua.Ephraim@trincoll.edu 
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Current Lack of Racial Discussions Disappointing 
continued from page 3 
thing makes it less frightening 
and therefore more approach-
able. But let's be honest, how-
ever worthy the artistic 
endeavor, a controversial issue 
will only be reconciled with 
open public engagement. 
However, public engage-
ment will only happen when 
people stop governing their 
lives according to a "politically 
correct" moral system that stip-
ulates as long as our society 
admonishes public displays of 
racial insensitivity, our nation 
is racially harmonious. We 
need to start asking questions 
such as: ''Why is it that in con-
temporary America, white eth-
nicities are more or less com-
pletely assimilated and 
African-Americans still feel 
marginalized?" More impor-
tantly, we have to ask these 
questions in social settings, not 
just in academia. Too often con-
troversial social issues go to 
academia and become polarized 
- ensuing an ideological war. I 
can see the headlines now: 
Harvard Study Finds that 
Racism Results from Inferiority 
Complex and/or Yale Study 
Finds Racism Linked to 
Superiority Complex ... you get 
the point. I am afraid that if 
the majority of our nation 
refuses to address this issue we 
will continue living legally uni-
fied but culturally separate. 
This is why I think Attorney 
General Holder's speech was 
more effective than President 
Barack Obama's race speech 
that he made defending his 
connection with Reverend 
Wright; it was not sugarcoated, 
it was frank and pointed -
exactly the type of conversation 
America needs. It is pathetic 
that in the 21st century United 
States, blacks and whites are 
voluntarily separate people. 
The only true interaction we 
have, as Mr. Holder pointed 
out, is "polite, restrained mix-
ing that now passes as mean-
ingful interaction." Sure, we 
interact politely at the office, in 
school, on the bus, but socially? 
Not so much. It is dishearten-
ing to walk in the Cave and see 
seemingly segregated tables. I 
hope that our refusal to under-
stand each other diminishes 
with our president being of 
mixed race, so that the harmo-
ny we would all like to think 
characterizes America is 
achieved. 
• IDPA • 
• SOCRATES LECTURE • 
Continuity and Change: 
Caribbean Religions in the Dias 
Professor Leslie G. 
Desmangles 




Reception preceding the Lecture: 
5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Rittenberg Lounge, Mather Hall 
1" "'· "· " The Socrates Lecture is presented anryually by the IDPA. a 
stupent organization formed to providi suppor.t,. ,ervice. and' 
sociill activities for 1tudents in the Individualized Degree 
Program at Trinity Collegl. Lecturers are chosen from within the 
Trinity cqmrnunity, and invi•edjo speak about a !opi,;f<:l,iheir 
choosing: · 
Begun 1n 1973,. rh& lndividudlize,! Degreil Program for Adult 
Students rtbP; is Jmc:·,g the olde,t and rnoit rigorous' adult 
Jegrec programs in the Northeo,t. IDP wa, designed to pro•1idc 
stude:its ovt'.I the age of 23 ·,vitr an ~lternative route to a Trinity 
degree. IDP student; complere the same degree requirements JI 
traditionaJ undergrJduat~s. b~t they may take up to ten year; to 
do so. erablir•g !DP ,tud,:r1t, tc• wo•k dt their own pace, 
b:Jldnci1g their ·1udle1 w,th thE' cicmand1 of ful: lime jobs and 
family comm'tments. In its 35-year his1ory. lDP has graduated 
over 650 1L1dents. including four valedictorians and five 
salutatorian5. 
Lecture is Free and Open to the Public. 
For more information. call (860) 297-2150 
Professor Desmangles graduated from Eastern University in 
1964 with a B.A. in Music, from Palmer Seminary in 
Philadelphia with an M. Div. in Theology, and from Temple 
Univmity in 1975 with a Ph.D. in Anthropology of Religion. 
specializing in Caribbean and African Studies. He has taught at 
Ohio Wesleyan University from 1969-1976. at De Paul 
University from 1976-1978, and at Trinity since 1978. 
A dedicated teacher, Professor Desmangles has two primary 
pedagogical goals: to encourage his students to understand 
the importance of religious beliefs in human society: and to 
teach them to appreciate the drama and pageantry of rituals in 
the religious traditions of peoples across the world. He has 
published widely, most notably an award book entitled. The 
Faces of the Cods: Vodou and Roman Catholicism in Haiti. a 
Choke outstanding academic book for 1994. Moreover, he 
was also the associate editor for the Encyclopedia of African 
and African American Religions, also a Choice outstanding 
reference book for 2003. Professor Desmangles was honored 
at the meeting of the American Anthropological Association in 
2007 for his scholarly contributions to the study of 
Caribbean religions. 
Tri11ity College 
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"Comedy is a distortion of what is happening, 
and there will always be something happening." 
- Steve Martin HUMOUR 
Conversation Over Cannibis Provides Outlet for Enthusiasts 
BOB SMl1H '11 
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR 
On Thursday, Feb. 19, students gath-
ered at the Cleo of Alpha Chi (Cleo) house 
to participate in the first installment of 
Conversations Over Cannabis (COMJ). 
Students who are not involved in any stu-
dent groups and have no desire to change 
the face of the College gathered together 
to share their disinterest on a variety of 
non-issues. The event was organized and 
funded by a newly formed student coali-
tion, The Progressive Organization at 
Trinity <POT). Professors were also invit-
ed but POT made sure to only invite 
those who are either apathetic to student 
life or fear social gatherings. Ironically, 
all of them declined the invitation. 
"Conversations Over Cannabis is just 
a chance for people to come together and 
like, live, man, you ~ow?' said a sopho-
more member of Cleo and POT enthusi-
ast who commented on condition of 
anonymity because he was super para-
noid that the government, or even worse, 
his parents might read The Tripod. 
"Some people just prefer a different 
atmosphere to converse in. Oh, wait. I 
just ended a sentence with a preposition. 
I meant, in which to converse. That's 
right, right? I like the color of your shirt; 
I'd -say it's Prussian blue. That's a real 
color. Look it up. Gee, I'm thirsty. Hey, 
man, puff, puff, pass! Can you change the 
music? Where's the food?" he continued. 
The event was comprised of three 
parts. First there was time for guests to 
partake in some herbal remedies for their 
various aftlictions. Second, a period of 20 
minutes was set aside for guests to laugh 
at nothing in particular. However, this 
portion lasted approximately 90 minutes 
longer than expected. Lastly, participants 
sat in silence staring at a laser star pro-
jector while they listened to Vampire 
Weekend. IBtimately, this silent period 
only lasted for 35 seconds before inces-
sant giggling resumed. 
While taking part in these stimulat-
ing activities guests were able to indulge 
in some delectable treats. The menu 
included Funyuns, Fritos, Blazing 
Buffalo flavored Doritos, Oreos and milk, 
Pop Tarts, six flavors of Ben & Jerry's ice 
cream, Hot Pockets, ramen noodles (both 
chicken and beef flavored), White Castle 
microwavable burgers, Eggo waffles, 
chocolate lava cake, nachos, Teddy 
Grahams, half of a Subway $5 foot long 
that a guest bought the night before, and 
pretzels dipped in a mixture of caramel, 
peanut butter, chocolate sauce, cream 
cheese, marshmallow fluff, and honey. 
Drinks were not provided as guests were 
instructed to show up with their own 
B.Y.O.B. bottle and refill it as necessary. 
As it turns out, the food presented the 
only minor hitch of the evening. About 
two hours into the event, the organizers 
remembered that they had stored all of 
the aforementioned food in an adjacent 
room. Fortunately, they were able to can-
cel the $300 worth of Campus Pizza that 
they had ordered 15 minutes prior to this 
realization. 
Cleo has a history of hosting events 
that are considered untraditional and 
often times a rejection of other events 
being held on campus. For example, 
every fall the house hosts an event enti-
tled "Tundra" as a play on the popular 
''Tropical" party held across the street at 
Psi Upsilon (Psi U). The fact that COMJ 
was held at the same time as the recur 
ring event Conversations Over a Cocktail 
(COC) did not go unnoticed by the plan-
ners of that event. 
"I guess they just felt the need to host 
an event that provided a different dynam-
ic," said Carver Diserens, an organizer of 
COC and Psi U brother who spoke on the 
condition he be credited with the com-
ments because, according to him, he is, 
''kind of a big deal." 
Overall, the night was considered an 
unequivocal success. It was so popular 
that the second installment wash sched-
uled for the same time the following 
evening. When approached for comment 
the next night, a Cleo member remarked, 
"Oh crap! I totally forgot we agreed on 
that. Hmm, nobody else showed up 
either. Weird, huh?' 
As of the writing of this article, plans 
for any future events have been disband-
ed because of general lack of motivation 
to organize them and, due to the fact that 
the remainder of the money allocated to 
POT by the Student Government 
Association was spent on a complete set 
of South Park DVDs. 
An After Office Hours Experience Enlightens Student 
ANONYMOUS 
FEATURES? 
After Office Hours has truly tarnished 
my experience here at Trinity College. In 
case you are not familiar with the pro-
gram, After Office Hours is a new develop-
ment from the SGA, which provides stu-
dents with money so they can ask some of 
their professors out to dinner at a local off-
campus restaurant or on-campus dining 
facility. The objective of this SGA-spon-
sored program is to give students an 
opportunity to get to know their professors 
and allow the students to engage in discus-
sions with their teachers. Now, on the sur 
face, this sounds like a great idea. 
However, when it is practiced, it is some-
thing different. 
Over this past weekend I decided to 
give this After Office Hours program a go. 
I sent an e-mail to a professor I was inter-
ested in getting to know and asked him 
when he was available to get dinner. We 
knew the restaurant had to be close to 
campus if we wanted to eat away from 
school. So we both decided it would be best 
if we went to Szechuan Tokyo. Everything 
seemed like it was working out just fine. I 
ordered the Grand Marnier Prawns and 
my professor asked for the Sweet and 
Pungent Pork. After we placed our orders 
to the waiter, I was about to inquire the 
professor about his reason for teaching 
and what motivated him when he inter-
rupted my question to order two Scorpion 
Bowls for the table. For a moment I didn't 
know what to do. I thought it might be 
strange to drink alcohol with my professor 
and I didn't think I would be able to han-
dle an entire Scorpion Bovi.:l. I realized 
then that I had to inform him that I would 
pass on the drink and take him up on it at 
some other time. The professor responded 
with, "Oh, I didn't order you anything. Did 
you want something?" 
And so it began. We both received our 
food and the professor his giant bowls of 
brown swirling juice. The prawns were 
good, but I was more concerned about the 
rate the professor was knocking the bowls 
back. They were both finished by the time 
I had eaten half of my dish. However, the 
conversations at the dinner were going 
alright. We talked about the stimulus bill 
and other topical issues. Then I began to 
see the bowls taking effect. Up until then, 
I had never seen someone take their tie 
and dunk it in their drink and wrench it 
out into their mouth before. Towards the 
end of the meal, I was told I could only 
refer to my professor as 'The Scorpion 
King'' and had to place individual pieces of 
sweet and pungent pork into his hands, 
which were mimicking the shape of scorpi-
on's claws. I soon asked the waiter for the 
check. 
We waited for ten minutes in the park-
ing lot together for our taxis to arrive. In 
the meantime, 'The Scorpion King'' felt it 
was appropriate to take his shirt off and 
threaten to kill me with his poisonous tail, 
which was actually just a napkin he had 
placed in one of his belt loops. The taxis 
arrived and we both went our separate 
ways. I went back to my dorm and thought 
if I should mention this evening to him on 
Monday during class, thinking he would 
not being remembering a whole lot of it. 
Then I thought, there is no reason to 
embarrass him and I decided to let it go. 
Yesterday I walked into class just like 
any regular Monday afternoon. I noticed 
the professor was properly dressed and 
was acting normal. Later in class I had a 
question, so I raised my hand and said, 
''Professor, what does .. . ?'. The professor 
silenced me with a gesture and walked 
over to my desk. He stood over me and tilt-
ed his head down while saying, ''My name 
is Scorpion King!". He then started to tick-
le me with his claw-like hands. 
After Office Hours might seem like a 
great idea but there is a reason why we 
don't get to know our professors. Thanks 
SGA. Thanks. 
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Very few individuals have ever seen 
this rare object. It is rumored that it has 
been sequestered somewhere in the 
hallowed Hollow of Frogs for more 
than a decade. Though it is sought 
after by the highest scholars in the 
land, it is said to only be attainable by 
those who have decent social skills and 
can hold down more than three drinks. 
'"' 
Contributors: Elizabeth Brown '09, C.arver Diserens '09, Chris DiBona 'I 0, 
H you would like to contribute to the humour page, please send submissions to 
vincent.moore@trincoll.edu before the end of the week. 
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SGA' s Purchase of Floor at Koeppel Creates New Event Facility 
ALF.sSANDRA SIRACO '11 Koeppel can now be the rain location of 
events such as Spring Weekend and 
graduation, as opposed to other, small-
er, locations. Other events, such as the 
recent Girl Talk concert or the '80s 
Dance, could also be housed in Koeppel 
with the addition of this new floor. 
NEWS EDITOR 
A resolution was recently passed by 
the Student Government Association 
(SGA) to purchase a new floor that will 
be used over the ice at the Koeppel 
Community Sports Center. This floor "The purchase of this floor address· 
will be placed down 
when events are held at 
Koeppel, and can be 
placed in parts or as a 
whole, according to the 
desired use. 
The floor's major 
advantage is the amount 
"The purchase of 
this floor addresses 
one of the most 
pressing and challen-
ing issues Trinity 
faces, that is, cam-
pus climate." 
es one of the most pressing 
and challenging issues 
Trinity faces, that is, cam· 
pus climate," said Andrew 
Grubin '10, the SGA Vice 
President. ''While this new 
addition to our college is by 
no means a silver bullet in 
resolving the problem, it 
certainly provides Trinity 
with a powerful tool iri fos· 
of people that Koeppel 
can accommodate. "We 
need this floor because 
Koeppel is the only space 
on campus that is large 
enough to fit the entire 
student body," said 
Andrea Wise '11, the 
SGA Vice President of 
tering a more unified com-
Andrew' Grubin '10 munity. Today, we have no 
SGA Vice President location in which we can 
easily hold a single class; 
in one month, we will have 
Finance. a venue in which we could fit the entire 
''Without it, we don't even have a space 
large enough to fit one entire class." 
Koeppel can hold approximately 
3,500 people, which is more than any 
single location currently used for 
events on campus. The intended use of 
the floor is for events that attract large 
crowds, which currently have run into 
security and safety problems, according 
to the SGA's resolution for the project. 
A source close to the project said that 
student body." 
The floor takes 90 minutes to 
assemble, and can be used for .a variety 
of purposes. Purchasing the floor was a 
task that the SGA undertook with 
force. 
"It was truly a collaborative effort," 
said Wise. "Different members of the 
SGA [met] with various administrators 
and [worked] with them to figure out a 
way to get this desperately needed floor 
given the difficult financial times." 
SGA President Nathan Kirschbaum 
'09 also stated the monetary strains of 
this purchase. "This was a particularly 
difficult situation because on one hand 
we are in desperate need of student 
space on campus and on the other hand 
our college is faced with very difficult 
financial circumstances," he said. 
"With significant support from the 
different student groups and organiza-
tions the College was able to purchase 
a new floor," said Kirschbaum. "This is 
not a solution to all of our space prob· 
lems but it is a really good start." 
The new floor at Koeppel will serve 
many purposes on campus and is 
intended for various uses in the near 
future that will benefit the Trinity com· 
munity. 
''We believe that this important step 
during this djfficult time will enable us 
to continue our mission of transforming 
our community and _making Trinity 
College an even better place," 
Kirschbaum said. 
www.trincoll.edu 
A new multi-purpose floor can now be placed over the ice at the Koeppel Community Sports Center. 
Three Meal Limit Lifted for Two Trin Professors Criticize 
One Month by SGA, Chartwells Obama's Stimulus Bill in WSJ 
ALF.sSANDRA SIRACO '11 
NEWS EDITOR 
The Student Government Association 
(SGA) is currently in discussions with 
Chartwells to improve the meal plans 
and food quality, selection, and other 
Chartwells·related issues. On Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, members of the 
addressed immediately. This is not a con· 
troversial issue in the minds of students." 
On Wednesday, Feb. 18, the SGA sent 
a letter to Chartwells stating various 
problems and issues that needed to be 
addressed with a deadline of Sunday, 
Feb. 22. After meeting, many are pleased 
with the results. 
''We have been 
SGA attended a 
Chartwells meeting, unbe· 
knownst in advance to 
those present, at which 
they offered various prob· 
lems and suggestions for 
how to improve the meal 
plan at Trinity. 
"The SGA was contacted working closely with 
Paul Mutone who is 
the Vice President of 
Finance and 
Operations for the 
with a variety of serious 
concerns regarding 
Chartwells food service 




Mutone has been very 
helpful throughout "The SGA was contact· 
ed with a variety of serious 
concerns regarding 
Chartwells food service 
the negotiations and 
Nathan Kirschbaum '09 he has assured us that 
over the course of this 
semester," said SGA 
President Nathan Kirschbaum '09. 
"These have ranged from concerns over 
food safety and quality to problems with 
the meal plans and claims of price goug-
ing." 
According to one of the negotiators, 
students lose 27 percent of their meals 
with the current three meal-a-day limit. 
One of the issues that the SGA presented 
to Chartwells was this loss of meals due 
to this restriction. 
''We had to get the attention of both 
Chartwells and the College," said 
Kirschbaum of the SGA's recent actions. 
''We needed to impress upon them that 
this was an important issue for students 
and that the issue needed to be 
SGA President he will work with the 
SGA this year to 
improve meal plans 
and other aspects of the Chartwells sys· 
tern." 
Some of these changes are set to be 
implemented in the near future, accord· 
ing to insiders. 
"Once we were able to sit down with 
VP Mutone and [Director of Chartwells 
Dining Services] Toby Chenette it 
became clear that we could all agree on 
several foundational changes that would 
take place almost immediately and that 
we could work to address some of the 
larger issues together over the rest of the 
semester," said Kirschbaum. 
Various ideas have recently been 
see NEW on page 8 
CARVER DISERENS '09 
& REBECCA BROWN '11 
TRIPOD STAFF 
On Monday, Feb. 9, the Wall Street 
Journal ran a letter addressed to 
President Barack Obama criticizing the 
Stimulus Package on behalf of the Cato 
Institute, a Washington D.C. think-tank. 
Among the signers were two representa· 
tives .from Trinity College, Professor of 
Economics William Butos and Associate 
Professor of Economics Francis Egan. 
Butos sat down with Senior Editor 
Carver Diserens '09 to discuss his 
thoughts on the economic crisis and the 
Stimulus Package. 
Carver Diserens: How did you become 
involved [with the Cato Institute]? 
William Butos: Well, gee, that goes 
back 20 years ago. For example, each year 
they host a monetary conference and I 
was invited to give a paper at their annu· 
al monetary conference in 1985, which I 
did. But, fve had an affiliation for quite a 
number of years since then. The Cato 
Institute is essentially an institute that 
tries to educate the public as well as poli· 
cymakers in regards to highlighting the 
role of markets in regulating the economy. 
CD: Personally, what are your biggest 
issues with the stimulus package? 
WB:Well, as an economist, you can try 
and step back and hold off your personal 
evaluation, like what you might say over 
the dinner table, but as an economist, I 
think some of the biggest issues are that 
the stimulus package is probably not going 
to work very effectively in achieving its 
own goals. The package, itself, is at a level 
of expense that even just a few years ago 
would be unthinkable [...] The sheer mag· 
nitude puts it on a different scale of con· 
cern because it does represent $800 billion 
worth of command over resources that are 
being channeled or developed in some way 
as to achieve the goals of the stimulus pre· 
sumably. The problem is that it is probably 
not going to be successful in that regard. It 
will in fact not stimulate the economy. 
Now, that's one issue. The second issue 
is that $800 billion being allocated has got 
to be financed by some mechanism, and 
essentially there are three mechanisms 
that are pretty much exhausted. You can 
raise future taxes and, if you do that, and 
people are aware of that, and people, 
despite the checks they may be getting 
from the government as a result of the 
Stimulus Package will take those higher 
tax liabilities into account possibly and 
simply take those checks from the govern-
ment and put them aside for a while so 
taxes go up and they can use them there. 
The other way, of course, is to borrow the 
money. What we're talking about, thte 
$800 billion to the stimulus package, the 
$700 billion associated with the 
Treasury's Trouble Assets Relief Program 
(TARP). We're talking about an awful lot 
of borrowing over a very short period of 
time in the scheme of things, and that will 
very likely involve the necessity of bor 
rowing domestically [and] selling IOUs to 
foreign countries, principally China. That, 
again, represents a payment that will 
become due not necessarily in my genera· 
tion, but in your generation. 
see DISERENS on page 9 
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Intercollegiate Update New Measures Taken for 
Meal Plan Satisfaction 
Smith College 
Smith College's Dining Services 
is currently trying to reduce costs 
and save money. Some of their new 
initiatives included getting rid of 
milk machines last semester. This 
semester, Dining Services plans to 
eliminate serving cereal at certain 
locations, as well as possibly start 
making desserts from scratch as 
opposed to from m~es. 
University of Rhode Island 
On Thursday, Feb. 19, the 
University of Rhode Island's 
Snowboard Club sponsored the 
Rail Jam event. The event featured 
a snowboarding course made by 
spreading snow throughout the 
University's campus. It required 
participants to donate a can of 
food -to the Rhode Island Food 
Bank. 
Hamilton College Wheaton College 
With the influx of various e-mail A professor at Wheaton College 
servers in recent times, Hamilton has been researching the effects of 
College is in the process of re-evalu- video games on people for about 
ating its server. Currently, the four years. Soon, he will involve 
College uses SunJava, which costs Wheaton students in an experiment 
$60,000 a year to use. A possible to further his research. Each stu-
switch to Gmail is in the works, dent will receive a gift certificate to 
which many students already use the Wheaton College Book Store 
and which would not cost the after contributing 13 hours to his 
$60,000 currently spent. research. 
Brown University Wesleyan University 
Brown Univ:ersity's Residential On Monday, Feb. 16, Wesleyan 
Life is holding a First-Pick Lottery University's Information Technology 
Competition, where students can Services implemented an increase in 
submit videos and the winners get bandwidth. The bandwidth limit is 
first choice in picking housing for now 150 megabytes for between 8 
next year. Nine videos were sub- p.m. and 6 a.m., which will hopeful-
mitted and shown to others at a ly increase the speed of the Internet 
recent housing-information event, on campus. A limit to each stu-
and the winners will be informed dent's bandwidth use is also being 
next week. implemented. 
continued from page 7 
agreed upon regarding these 
issues, said a source. 
"More details of these 
changes will be announced in 
the near future but for the time 
ideas about the food selection, 
quality, and the meal plan at 
Trinity, as well as view other col· 
leges' meal plans. 
''Mr. Chenette has agreed to 
commit to a series of action 
plans where we can address 
being we have all 
agreed that there 
will be a month· 
long period this 
semester where 
we will lift the 
daily limits on 
meal plans," said 
Kirschbaum. ''We 
" The more we talked 
about it [ ... ] the more we 
issues pertain· 
ing to things 
like food quali· 
ty and high 
prices," said 
Kirschbaum. 
realized that significant 
and substantive change 
was required." The SGA 
will continue 
to work with 
have also agreed 
to create a stu· 
dent committee 
Nathan Kirschbaum '09 Chartwells to 
SGA President improve the 
meal plan and 
that will revamp 
the meal plans for next semes· 
ter." According to a source close 
to the negotiations, this commit· 
tee will consist of a representa· 
tive from Chartwells, a repre· 
sentative from Trinity, and 
about three students. This com· 
mittee will research students' 
food at Trinity. 
"The more we talked about 
it in the Senate and with 
Chartwells administrators the 
more we realized that signifi· 
cant and substantive change 
was required: Chartwells 
needs an overhaul," said 
Kirschbaum. 
Campus Safety Struggles Elsewhere: A Look at Other Schools 
NINNA GAENSLER-DEBS '11 
NEWS WRITER 
While Trinity College con· 
tinues to tackle safety issues, 
other universities in urban 
areas, such as Yale University, 
College of the Holy Cross, 
Wesleyan University, New York 
University, Columbia 
University, and Drexel 
University, also continue to 
focus on safety as a top priority. 
Every year, colleges and 
universities across the U.S. are 
required by The Jeanne Clery 
Disclosure of Campus Security 
Policy and Campus Crime 
Statistics Act to disclose infor-
mation about crime on and 
around their campuses. The 
Act is named in memory of 
Lehigh University freshman 
Jeanne Ann Clery, who was 
raped and murdered while 
asleep in her residence hall 
room on April 5, 1986. 
According to Trinity's report 
for the 2007·2008 academic 
year, there were a total of five 
robberies, 23 burglaries, and 10 
forcible sex offenses that 
occurred on campus. Burglary 
includes forcibly entering a 
property, whereas robbery is 
simply stealing from another 
individual. 
When compared to other 
urban universities in the New 
England area, Trinity's records 
seem relatively comparable, in 
terms of size and situation, 
except for the startlingly high 
number of forcible sex offenses. 
When asked her opinion as 
to why Trinity College has so 
many reported forcible sex 
offenses, Director of the Health 
Center Martha Burke O'Brien 
said, "I think Trinity fosters an 
environment where ,students 
feel comfortable coming for· 
ward and asking for help. 
While I think there are still 
students who probably haven't 
come forward, I think the rea· 
son our numbers seem so high 
is because Trinity underreports 
less than other schools." She 
continued, ''We are particularly 
lucky in that Laura Lockwood 
has worked with staff to find 
the best ways to help students 
and work to prevent future 
assaults." 
Wesleyan University, one of 
Trinity's closest neighbors, list· 
ed no robberies and a total of 33 
burglaries and one forcible sex 
offense on campus for the same 
academic year. "I think at 
Wesleyan most people sort of 
view public safety ('p·safe') as 
an alternate form of trans· 
portation more than anything 
else," said Wesleyan sophomore 
Rachel Tecott. "If you're outside 
a frat and don't want to walk 
all the way back to your dorm, 
you can call 'p·safe' and they'll 
come pick you up and drive you 
home." 
"I see 'p·safe' cars all over 
campus at all hours, but I real· 
ly don't have much contact with 
them and I don't think most 
Wesleyan students interact 
with them much .either," Tecott 
continued. 
College of the Holy Cross, 
located in Worcester, Mass., 
registered no robberies, 11 bur· 
glaries, and one forcible sex 
offense on campus for the 2007· 
2008 academic year. "Public 
Safety keeps our campus very 
safe. They send us updates on 
crime alerts, and have safety 
seminars regularly," said Ellie 
Miller '11 of Holy Cross. ''They 
do a lot of undercover 
patrolling and bust kids on 
underage drinking, which 
might have added to their poor 
reputation among the students. 
They are on call 24 hours a day 
for any emergency or if you 
need an escort back to your 
dorm." 
Yale University, located in 
New Haven, Conn. , reported· 
one robbery, 103 burglaries, 
and eight forcible sex offenses 
on campus last year. "In gener· 
al I guess the Yale Police do a 
good job," said Eve King, a Yale 
sophomore. ''The joke is that 
the Yale Police exist to protect 
you from the New Haven. 
police. I guess overall I feel 
completely safe walking around 
campus and the city. I think 
there's a security guard for 
each residential college." 
Drexel University, situated 
in Philadelphia, Penri. , report· 
ed one robbery, 25 burglaries, 
and two forcible sex offenses. 
"The campus is well protected 
from the nightly muggings, 
burglaries, and general may· 
hem of West Philadelphia," 
said Thomas Bose '11 of 
Drexel. "The only problem is 
that 'campus' stops at 
Powelton Ave[nue], so the 
half-dozen or so streets north 
of this where many students 
live are not exactly friendly, 
especially at night. There are 
Public Safety officers posted 
up every few blocks, but 
they're so easy to see with 
their fluorescent yellow jack· 
ets, that anybody can avoid 
them." 
"Every week, the Drexel 
newspaper comes, and it's 
always exciting to see what 
happened in the crime report," 
said Bose. "Although I have 
never personally experienced 
such crimes, I have seen the 
aftermath. This school year 
alone, three cars have been bro· 
ken into in our fraternity drive· 
way. It's rare that our public 
safety does anything substan· 
tial to prevent a crime." 
New York University 
(NYU), located in New York, 
N.Y., reported 38 burglaries, 
one forcible sex offense, all on 
campus, and was one of the 
only schools to report an on 
campus murder. Margaret 
Kirchner '11 of NYU maintains 
that "Public safety at NYU is a 
parent's biggest worry. We have 
NYU public safety vans that 
drive around 'campus' and 
guard in every NYU building 
that asks each person entering 
for NYU I.D. In that sense, I 
feel safe, and I think I speak for 
most NYU students. I feel safe 
because I know there are hun· 
dreds of campus safety · officers 
on campus. We also have blue 
emergency alert buttons all 
over campus and a safe ride 
system that when called will 
take you for free from any cam· 
pus building to any other." 
Columbia University, also 
located in New York, N.Y. 
reported one robbery, 112 bur· 
glaries, and eight forcible sex 
offenses on the Morningside 
campus, and one off-campus 
murder. "I don't think the 
campus safety [officers] actu· 
ally do much to make the cam· 
pus safer, it's pretty much 
their presence that discour· 
ages people to come and com· 
mit crimes ," said Dario 
Abramskiehn '10 of Columbia. 
Campus Safety Incidents 
2007-2008 Academic Year ' 
Drexel University 
Total student body size: 19,339 
One robbery 
25 burglaries 
Two forcible sex offenses 
New York University 
Total student body size: 50,917 
38 burglaries 
One forcible sex offense 
One on-campus murder 
Trinity College 
Student body size: 2,200 
Five robberies 
23 burglaries 
10 forcible sex offenses 
Columbia University 
Total student body size: 25,459 
One robbery 
112 burglaries 
Eight forcible sex offenses 
One off-campus murder 
College of the Holy Cross 
Total student body size: 2,866 
Zero robberies 
11 burglaries 
One forcible sex offense 
Wesleyan University 
Total student body size: 3,100 
Zero robberies 
33 burglaries 
One forcible sex offense 
Yale University 
Total student body size: 11,358 
One robbery 
103 burglaries 
Eight forcible sex offenses 
Office of Career Services 
Makes Additions to Staff 
GREG LEITAO '12 
NEWS WRITER 
In a time when most colleges 
are cutting back, Trinity has 
added two new important staff 
members - Peter Bennett '81 
and Megan Myers Hambrick '01 
- to the Office of Career 
Services. 
Bennett has been named 
Senior Associate Director of 
Employer Relations and Reports 
by Lanna Hagge, Director of 
Career Services. Hambrick is 
the Assistant Director of Alumni 
Career Services and Program 
Development. 
Though it is striking that 
new staff is being hired during a 
recession, plans to expand the 
Office of Career Services in fact 
began early last year. A state-
ment put out on April 25, 2008, 
states that "By comparison to 
other members of the Liberal 
Arts Career Network (L.A.C.N.), 
it is our concerted opinion that 
Trinity Career Service is woeful-
ly understaffed and underbud-
geted." This concern came from 
data collected on career service 
office staffing at liberal arts col-
leges. While schools such as 
Wellesley and Amherst topped 
the list with 17 staff members, 
Trinity was at the bottom of the 
28-school list with only 4.3 staff 
members. This demonstrated 
that while top schools had 
around 140 students per career 
service staff member, Trinity 
had 520 per each staff member. 
With these changes in staff, 
'Irinity has moved further up 
the list, now with only 307 stu-
dents per staff member. It is the 
hopes of all those working in 
Career Services that further 
alterations can push 'Irinity 
higher. 
"The College is committed to 
ensuring that our students and 
graduates are well positioned for 
highly competitive professional 
and educational opportunities," 
said Hagge. "This is especially 
notable when many other 
schools are reducing their budg-
ets for career programs at a time 
when students and young alum-
n.i/ae need these resources more 
than ever." 
Bennett brings 25 years of 
experience to Trinity, in areas 
such as healthcare, financial 
services, telecommunications, 
and not-forprofit sectors. Most 
recently he was Marketing 
Segmentation Head for the 
small and medium sized busi-
nesses division with Aetna. 
Bennett, now a Kensington resi-
dent, graduated from 
Northeastern University with 
an M.B.A. and prior to coming to 
Trinity worked for seven years 
at one of Connecticut's largest 
credit unions. 
"I am very excited to be back 
at Trinity College, and look for 
ward to working with employ-
ers, alumn.i/ae, and parents to 
open new doors for Trinity tal-
ent," said Bennett. "Despite the 
current state of the economy, 
there are significant internship 
and full-time opportunities for 
qualified and motivated under-
graduates and graduates. 
'Irinity alumni/ae stand out 
nationally for their leadership 
and contributions in so many 
areas, and I will aggressively 
promote the value of a Trinity 
education to institutions and 
organizations." 
Bennett's new position 
entails a variety of important 
roles, including cultivating and 
expanding relationships with 
employers, leveraging key con-
stituent groups, and effectively 
representing Trinity to prospec-
tive students, families, and 
external constituencies. 
Hambrick fills a newly creat-
ed position in which she not only 
coordinates alumni programs for 
current students, but also is 
available in assisting Trinity 
graduates who are looking for 
assistance in job searches, net-
working leads, and applying to 
graduate programs and profes-
sional schools. 
A West Hartford resident, 
she has · a B.A in psychology 
from Trinity, and a master's 
degree in clinical social work 
from Smith College. After earn-
ing her graduate degree, she 
worked for the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
in the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality. 
Being alums of Trinity, both 
Bennett and Hambrick agree 
that they are able to generate 
more impressive reactions from 
fellow alumni. This directly 
affects those undergraduates 
with whom they assist on a daily 
basis. 
The addition of new staff to 
the Office of Career Services has 
so far proven to be greatly bene-
ficial, most evident in the cre-
ation of the Bantam Sophomore 
Success Program. Since many 
believe students wait too long to 
begin planning on their careers 
and future in general, this new 
program was devised to reach 
out to Trinity students at the 
perfect time. 
The Success Program pre-
miered on January 15 and 16, 
allowing students back on cam-
pus two days early to attend 
numerous presentations and 
workshops that were an intense 
introduction to using the Office 
of Career Services. These includ-
ed talks on building academic 
profiles, finding research oppor 
tunities, and creating resumes 
and cover letters. 
Around 30 students attended 
this first program, and it is the 
hopes of Hagge, Bennett, and 
Hambrick that they can expand 
this number in future events. 
The Success Program will 
return both before next fall's 
term, as well as before next 
spring's term. Rough estimates 
place the number of attendees at 
. over 100 in each program. 
More recently, on Thursday, 
Feb. 26, there will be a 
Networking Reception in the 
Washington Room at 6 p.m., 
which will provide students 
chances to be immersed in the 
Trinity Alumni network. 
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News In Brief---
Conn. Fire Kills Two Residents Eleven-Year-Old. Kills Woman 
In Wilton, Conn., on Saturday, Feb. 
21, a fire broke out in a condominium. 
Two people were killed in the fire, 
despite rescuers arriving at the scene. 
One victim was discovered in critical 
condition near a stairway and died at 
Norwalk Hospital, and the other was 
found dead near a doorway. The cause of 
the unfortunate fire is currently 
unknown. 
In Pennsylvania, a pregnant woman's 
four-year-old daughter recently found 
her dead in her bed. The woman's mur-
derer is her boyfriend's 11 ·year-old son, 
who shot her to death. He is being 
charged with criminal homicide as well 
as homicide of an unborn child. He is 
being treated as an adult in these 
charges, in accordance with Pennsylvania 
court proceedings. 
Dead Body Found in Conn. River City of Atlantis Possibly Found 
In the early morning of Sunday, Feb. 
22, a guest at the Sheraton Hotel was 
taking a stroll along the Connecticut 
River and discovered a deceased body 
floating in the water. At about 9:30 a.m., 
the individual found the dead body sus· 
pended in the water near the Founder's 
Bridge, and the police responded 
promptly. Currently, details of the case 
The mythical city of Atlantis was pos· 
sibly sighted using Google Earth. 
Google Earth is a program that shows 
maps and aerial views of the world. 
Supposedly, a resident of Chester, 
England, U.K. used Google Earth and 
found a spot similar to the description of 
Atlantis. Controversy remains over 
whether or not this discovery is truly the 
city. - are unknown. 
Feb. 16 - Feb. 23 
THE CAMPUS SAFET REPORT 
Thursday, Feb. 19 
Ogilby Dining Hall 
When a student went back 
to Ogilby Dining Hall the 
day after leaving his laptop 
and bag there, he found his 
laptop was removed from the 
bag. The student then 
reported · the unfortunate 
incident to Campus Safety. 
The incident is now being 
examined by Campus Safety. 
Saturday, Feb. 21 
Elton Dormitory 
On Saturday, various stu-
dents in Elton Dormitory 
reported smelling unusual 
scents to Campus Safety. 
Three residents were conse-
quently caught using marijua-
na and were then reported to 
the Dean of Students Office. 
The students came clean 
about their marijuana use. 
Sunday, Feb. 22 
Location Unspecified 
Four reports of a stolen G PS 
or satellite radio from differ-
ent cars were reported to 
Campus Safety this Sunday. 
All incidents were reported 
between 9 and 10 a.m. 
Currently, the Hartford 
Police Department and 
Campus Safety are looking 
into the incidents. 
Diserens Sits Down With Econ Expert 
continued from page 7 
The third aspect of the 
financing of this agreement, 
which is probably fairly likely, in 
my opinion, is that the Federal 
Reserve ruling will engage some-
thing called monetization of the 
incurred debt. [...] The fear that I 
have in terms of the financing 
agreement is that either it will 
help impose a fairly large burden 
on future generations and absorb 
an awful lot of resources in the 
future simply to pay off the prin-
ciple as well as the interest on 
those loans. But it is also possi-
ble that it will in part generate 
an increased domestic money 
supply that will be quite serious 
in terms of inflationary problems 
if the Fed was to monetize those 
debts to some significant extent. 
The problem is, that has already 
begun. 
CD: If you don't mind, if we 
could go through some of the 
things that are said in it and 
expand on them. It says, at the 
end, that policymakers should 
focus on reforms that remove 
impediments to work, saving, 
investment and prodution. 
Lower tax rates and a reduction 
in the burden of government are 
the best ways of using fiscal poli-
cy to boost growth. What does 
removing impediments to work? 
As in, unions? 
WB: Yeah, that refers in part to 
that. For example, just the other 
day GM came back to Congress 
and asked for an initial bailout 
[of $30 billion] [...] Congress is 
only going to give them about 
$16 billion after the $14 billion 
they gave them about a month 
and a half ago. Part of that 
money will be forthcoming pro-
vided GM's able to reach a labor 
agreement with the autowork-
ers. The extent that that is forth-
coming, that means that effectiv-
ley there will have to be adjust-
ments, or something will have to 
give way. If those adjustments 
are not made, then GM's situa-
tion becomes not only scary, but 
really quite untenable. 
CD: fve heard about the payroll 
tax that, by lowering it you can 
somehow increase the demand 
for jobs which would then lower 
wages? 
WB: It's hard to say exactly how 
that would effect wages. There 
are a lot of different variables 
there. But if you are lowering 
payroll taxes, that would have 
an immediate effect on probably 
spending behaviors. It would 
very likely therefore generate 
some additional demand for 
labor which would probably sta-
blizie if not reduce employment 
[...] I don't think it would lower 
wages, it might even raise them 
a little bit L.. In the end,] people 
need to recognize that the hous-
ing market is the market that 
kind of underlies all of the finan-
cial crisis that we're in. It was 
the housing bubble, and the col-
lapse of housing prices, that 
brought all of this to a head and 
exposed some very serious struc-
tural issues in the economy. 
The key to solving. the finan-
cial crisis is to get rid of these 
toxic assets. Somehow get them 
out of the system, or somehow 
identify them, price them, and let 
the market buy them up and do 
what they will. Part of this solu-
tion is allowing the market to 
address the large inventory of 
houses that has resulted in hous-
ing prices falling and hence the 
situation of some homeownders 
where the value of the mortages 
that they owe is greater than the 
market value of thier homes. 
Here's what Obama's program is 
trying to do: trying to maintain 
housing prices, keep people in 
their houses, despite the fact that 
they can't afford them [...] My 
major reservation with the hous-
ing plan is that's coming across. It 
may help people in the short run. 
Those people have our sympathy. 
No doubt, they are victims in 
some way but, at the same time, 
if you're looking at it from the 
broader point of view, it may help 
a subset of some of these folks but 
at the same time it's putting into 
motion other factors that will 
probably delay the eventual 
adjustment that has to be made. 
!Editor's Note: For the .full int.ezvi.ew, 
please visit www. TrinityTripod.rom.l 
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Spring Jrealc,..o-;;; ~"'""-- 2009 
Maybe you envision yourself, cocktail of 
choice in hand, dancing on the beach with 
several hundred bikini-clad women (or men). 
Perhaps you're itching to hop in a car, just 
you, the radio, and about a thousand pounds 
of snacks, and start driving wherever the 
road may lead. Possibly you're looking for-
ward to sitting in your dorm room for a week 
and gorging on Mather buffets every day 
Goke). Whatever it is that tickles your fancy, 
you should probably start planning now, 
since Spring Break is only three short weeks 
away. I've done a fair amount of research and 
have found some tidbits of information that 
you may find helpful, whether you're just in 
the brainstorming stages or you're looking for 
more ways to save money on your big trip. 
Let's start with the number one Spring 
Break destination: Cancun! I looked up 
prices on seven-day flight and hotel package 
deals at several discount Web sites, and 
found that STA Travel was by far the cheap-
est, with packages starting at $699. Prices 
steadily climbed after that initial find, 
Spring Break Discounts offering a similar 
package from $769, and Student City offering 
packages from $1,478. From what I've heard, 
STA and Student City are both pretty reliable 
and helpful organizations, especially good for 
organizing group travel. If you are traveling 
in a fairly large group, say over seven, you 
can usually call airlines, hotels, etc. and find 
out if they have large group discounts. Many 
places do. If you find a deal somewhere 
online, and it looks too good to be true, it 
probably is. There are many spring break 
NINNA GAENSLER-DEBS '11 
FEATURES CONTRIBUTOR 
scamming companies out there, to the extent 
that someone wrote a Wikihow article detail· 
ing tips to avoid them. 
After Cancun, the top nine Spring Break 
destinations, according to the Web site 
about.com, are the Bahamas, Jamaica, 
Panama City (host to MTVu's Spring Break 
party this year, featuring artists Akon and 
Flo Rida), Acapulco, Miami, South Beach, 
Puerto Vallarta, ski resorts, and Europe. If 
you are thinking of any of these destinations, 
or any other for that matter, you should 
invest in an ISIC card. It's accepted in over 
100 countries, and essentially gives you 
access to discounts and free stuff at all sorts 
of places. It costs only $22 and lasts for a full 
year. 
If none of these hot spots appeal to you, or 
you just want to break the mold, there are 
several alternatives. If you're looking for a 
place a little friendlier to the under-21 popu· 
lation, but not exploding with the under-21 
population, Canada and Puerto Rico are both 
good options. Canada is only a relatively 
short drive away, and Puerto Rico is techni· 
cally part of the good ol' US of A, so no pass-
port is required. 
If you aren't so worried about the age fac-
tor, a road trip is a great way to have a spon-
taneous, totally self-directed vacation. 
Roadtripusa.com suggests some classic 
routes, including the "Appalachian Trail," in 
which you essentially drive throughout New 
England, and the "Atlantic Coast," where you 
drive straight down all the way to Key West. 
This might just be the time to do it before the 
gas prices jump back up again. 
One karma-boosting idea is to volunteer 
in one of the numerous programs that take 
place over Spring Break. Some interesting 
ones include: United Way Alternative Spring 
Break, in which you volunteer outside of New 
Orleans, helping to restore houses after all 
the hurricane damage, i·to·i, which offers you 
the possibility of conserving a lake in 
Guatemala or working with sea turtles on a 
Costa Rican beach, or the American Hiking's 
Volunteer Vacations, in which you work 
cleaning up the environment. Some bonuses, 
besides that glowing feeling of gratification, 
are the community service hours you can reg-
ister with Trinity, and, of course, adding a lit-
tle shine to your resume. 
Or, maybe you are thinking about staying 
around campus. No shame in that, just as 
long as you don't end up watching the entire 
Masterpiece Theater works in the library TV 
rooms. Treat yourself to a little theater, and 
go see Hartford Stage's rendition of To Kill A 
Mockingbird. Or, if you're more into athletics, 
go see the Hartford Wolf Pack play the Lowell 
Devils at the XL Center. Of course, Smucker's 
Stars on Ice is coming on March 15th, so if 
anyone wants to go see some badass skating 
by former Olympians, that option is available 
to you. 
There's potential everywhere, except per-
haps the Cave, for a sensational vacation, 
just as long as you've got a positive attitude 
and an open mind. So go forth, and try not to 
lose all your dignity on whatever adventure 
you decide to barely remember. 
Trinity Students Against Racism Aim to 'Lead By Exatnple' 
LORENZO SEWANAN '12 
FEATURES CONTRIBUTOR 
'"lb lead by example" is the principle 
guiding the members of Trinity Students 
Organized Against Racism (TS OAR). 
TSOAR seeks to be a "model" group of 
students that will be able to combat and 
openly address the racism (as well as 
sexism and classism) engrained in our 
microcosmic society of Trinity College. 
While these goals may seem abstract and 
vague, TSOAR has decided to rely on one 
very tangible fact: "everyone can bring 
something to the table." In the address-
ing of racial issues and controversy, it is 
absolutely essential to empower individ-
uals through support of the group to go 
out and be able to influence other parts 
of the community- whether it by simply 
treating others with respect, educations 
others how to be respectful, or holding 
discussion and other events that address 
the roots of discrimination. 
The founding of TSOAR last fall was 
catalyzed by the TrinTalk.com scandal, 
but the idea of TSO AR arises from a larg-
er union of students across over ten col-
leges in the New England area, known as 
Student Organized Against Racism 
(SOAR). SOAR was first founded in 1982 
as the initiative of Dr. Darryl Smaw, who 
was then chaplain at Brown University. 
SOAR's goal, as well as TSOAR, is to 
promulgate positive attitudes of address-
ing issues on college campus and thereby 
prompting progressive anti-prejudice 
views in the ''leaders of tomorrow". The 
emergent positive changes in attitudes 
through SOAR efforts could cumulative-
ly proliferate through business, educa· 
tion, industry, and government. Thus, 
TSOAR was founded on these principles 
by students at Trinity like Ibrahim 
Diallo '11, Andrea Wise '11, Channon 
Miller '11, and Marston Hefner '12 (to 
name a few) and recently became recog-
nized by the Student Government 
Association (SGA) as an official student 
organization. 
TSOAR's constitution states ''TSOAR 
wants to broadcast itself to the Trinity 
community so people understand that 
racism will not be tolerated on Trinity's 
campus." Of course, racism is in itself a 
very ambiguous, potentially broad, and 
subjective term. In this respect, racism 
cannot be clearly defined. Various 
TSOAR members had different opinions 
as to what racism was on the campus 
and how specific issues should be 
addressed. Hefner noted that racism is 
no longer in its blatant traditional sense, 
but has changed a lot and become more 
institutionalized and covert, with the 
racial/class divide and the severely con-
strained and stratified upward mobility 
of minority groups. Wise believes that 
anti-racist work should be focused on 
working towards unity and respectful 
interaction, equality in education and 
social options, embracing cultural differ-
ences, and recognizing the value of indi-
viduality, instead of being blind about 
race. In this way, TSOAR functions as a 
vehicle of multiple ideas that non-
bureaucratically promote respect for 
diversity. 
With the common goals of "one day 
eradicating racism" and "increasing 
awareness of multicultural affairs, 
minority voice, and minority representa-
tion on campus", the members of TSO AR 
have already been at work in turning 
negative racist acts into positive learning 
experiences. Just last semester, mere 
days after the formation of the grassroots 
organization, the TSOAR members 
Courtesy of www.facebook.com 
TSOAR members gather at last semester's anti-racism rally to address racial issues on Trinity's campus. 
organized a massive, highly successful 
rally of over two hundred students, facul-
ty, and staff with the clear intent of 
showing that racism on this campus is 
simply inacceptable in any form or 
method. As for current plans, TSOAR is 
preparing a monthly newsletter about 
various events, more general happen-
ings, and opinions about the problem of 
discrimination and racism as well as new 
ideas for addressing these topics. It is 
expected that at the end of the year, 
these newsletters will be assembles into 
some kind of booklet, a testament to the 
positive progress made by TSOAR's ven-
tures. Also, TSOAR is currently collabo-
rating with the Anti-Defamation League 
to bring workshops to Trinity students 
that will provide tools and bring commu-
nity training on how to deal with nega-
tive comments and sentiments using pos-
itive conversation and methods, possibly 
extending to the First-Year Orientation 
program as well. TSOAR is also reaching 
out to other organizations on campus, 
such as the fraternities, to adopt an 
antidiscrimination policy similar to 
Pike's model of discussing and censuring 
siblings who exhibit unacceptable behav-
ior,, especially by discriminating com-
ments. TSOAR is also hosting a presti-
gious regional SOAR conference in the 
latter part of this semester in which hun-
dreds of students from other SOAR mem· 
ber schools will participate. TSOAR will 
organize workshops, discussions, and 
various events to both promote a positive 
attitude and expand on antiracist dia-
logue. 
TSOAR will continue to persist in its 
efforts to bring about equality and 
respect at Trinity College. We can only 
hope that one day all members of the 
Trinity community will have attitudes as 
progressive as those of the TSO AR mem· 
hers. Anyone interested in joining 
TSOAR or learning more about TSOAR's 
work is invited to attend weekly meet-
ings on Sundays at 5 p.m. in the Jones 
Dormitory Lounge. 
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Diserens Parodies a Day in the Life of a Trinity Senior Guy 
CARVER DISERENS •09 
SENIOR EDITOR 
Saturday Morning 9:30 am.: I 
wake up and promptly brew myself 
a cup of ooffee. I used to only drink 
it when I needed to stay up late 
studying, now I can't physically 
function or speak ooherently with· 
out it. rm up this early on a 
Saturday because I didn't go out last 
night <Friday is the new 
Wednesday) and rve got about' a 
hundred different things that I need 
to do today just so I can do actual 
school work tomom>w. 
10 a.m.: I send out a plethora of 
e-mails to various people. One goes 
to my aunt, asking her for a job. 
Another one goes to my second 
oousin, asking him for a job. Then I 
send a few to family friends asking 
them about their jobs and if they 
oould put me in touch with the peo-
pleat their jobs who give jobs to peo· 
ple looking for jobs. Then I job to the 
job of the job who jobs the jobby jobs 
at my job's job. Then I e-mail the 
''Kid after the dentist" Youtube 
video to my friends from home ... 
and just for fun, I attach my resume 
in case they want to pass it along to 
anyone. 
10:30 am.: After a shower, a 
shave (apparently in my old age 
these are now everyday require· 
ments), and a quick check of my e-
mail, I get dressed. It's beoome 
increasingly difficult to get dressed 
recently. rve d:isoovered that rve 
out-grown most of my wardrobe. 
No, I don't mean physically out-
grown, I mean metaphorically. For 
example, my T-shirt oollection has 
winners such as one that says, ''My 
Indian Name is Runs With Beer'' or 
one with "Buck Foston" written on 
it. It is a sad day in a young man's 
life when society no longer permits 
him to don 'The Beeriodic Tobie" in 
public. 
12 p.m.: After a quick check of 
my e-mail and a bite to eat at the 
Bistro ('!be Kravitz, but at least I 
got it on wheat bread, need to be 
health oonscious, you know) I walk 
over to the libs. Yes, the library. On 
a Saturday. It's time for my second 
cup of ooffee. As rm waiting in line a 
girl in front of me orders a non-fat, 
double-shot, bubble chai·tea, no 
foam latte with Splenda The girl 
working the register gives her a ''Do 
I look like a mad scientist?' look 
before turning to make the drink. I 
ask if they still seive plain old regu-
lar ooffee and I get an equally quizzi· 
cal look for such a simple request. 
1 p.m.: As I close out of my 
Gmail window, I begin talking with 
some seniors who were walking by. 
After the obligatory ''Hey, what's 
up?' the oonversati.on turns to the 
only question people seem to care 
about these days. 'lb anyone read· 
ing this, just because you say "You 
probably hate answering this ques· 
ti.on'' before you oonti.nue "but what 
are your plans for next year?' does 
not make it any more enjoyable to 
answer. Not surprisingly, our oom· 
miserati.on leads us to oomplain 
about the state of the eoonomy. I 
was looking to go into finance. 
Unfortunately, Dad works for AIG 
and my summer internship was at 
l.ehman. rve heard oonsulting is an 
interesting business ... 
2 p.m.: After sending out an e-
mail to ask for an extension on a 
paper, I surf over to see what Matt 
Drudge has to say to me. I read each 
headline and oonsider myself 
informed before going back to 
GMail and then Facebook. I have 
oome to appreciate my Saturdays so 
much more, now that I don't play a 
sport. I tried it for the first two 
years of oollege, but I just wasn't 
having fun, so I quit It had nothing 
to do with the fact that I was 10 
pounds heavier and three steps 
slower than my high school sel£ 
And that 48-hour rule? Definitely 
did not factor into the equation. 
There must be something in the 
water in Hartford. And I do mean 
the actual water, not that sudsy, 
slightly gold-colored water that is 
poured into Red Cup every week-
end. 
3 p.m.: While taking a break 
from my electronic oorrespondenre, 
I start chatting with some fellow 
students outside the library. One of 
them mentions that she is a philos· 
ophy major. I tell her she has to take 
classes with Eric Vogt, Drew 
Hyland, and 'lbdd Ryan. rve been 
here a while, I know people. 
4 p.m.: With my third cup d Joe 
in one hand and my Blackberry in 
the other, I walk back to the north 
side of campus (the mature side of 
campus [aside from North]). I don't 
see anyone out on the L>wer L>ng 
Walk, which isn't surprising oonsid-
ering it's a Saturday afternoon. It 
wouldn't really matter if I did see 
anyone; these days I can walk to 
class and not see a single person I 
reoogniz.e. Didn't I used to know 
everyone at this school? 
8 p.m.: After the Comer Pug 
with some friends, my food ooma 
overtakes me and I need a nap ifrm 
going to make it past 1 am. tonight. 
11 p.m.: I get into oostume for 
the evening's themed party, Batmen 
and ~Jake& :QitMee Females Who 
Can Dress However They Like. 
12 am.: After sifting through e· 
mails in between shots of non· 
Dubra vodka, (baller) rm ready to 
head out. 
12:15 am.: Over at the party I 
put my game face on and go to 
work. I meet a freshman girl who 
drunkenly gestures towards one of 
the fraternity oomposite pictures 
and brags about how she can "cross 
off' almost a dozen of the boys in the 
picture. She giggles to herself and 
wanders off to make further 
progress. 
12:30 a.m.: Now rm chatting 
with a senior girl who seems to be 
alone at the party. It's as if rm still 
talking to that freshman girl. only 
she's three years older. The giggles 
have turned to tears and she is 
lamenting the fact that she can 
"cross off' about a third of the young 
gentlemen pictured on the wall 
'This school is just too @W$%ing 
small," she says. ''How was I sup· 
posed to know that hooking up with 
12 different guys in the same frat.er 
nity would be public knowledge?' I 
try to console her by pointing out 
that I know for a fact a oouple of 
them were only danre floor make-
outs, so they don't oount. Just 
because she literally would not have 
given me the ti.me of day three years 
ago doesn't bother me, especially if 
this is the result. <seriously, I asked 
her what time it was one night and 
she maced me) 
1 am.: rve been taking it easy 
on the drinking for most of the night 
because rm no longer my youthful 
self who can wake up the next 
morning feeling fantastic. These 
days, more than a few drinks and 
rm hungover until my first class on 
Monday. Damn these old bones. 
1:30 am.: I realize that I either 
know too much or nothing at all 
about the remaining guests at the 
party and decide to call it a night 
Besides, rve got a big day tomom>W. 
Not only do I have to work on that 
paper that I need the extension fen; 
I have to ask some professors for 
reoommendations, work on finding 
an apartment for next year, send off 
my tax forms, write up a review of 
the lecture for the professor apply-
ing for a job in my department, sub-
mit the first draft of my independ· 
ent study and update my calendar. 
Responsibility blows. 
2 a.m.: Quick e·mail check 
before bed. 
Professor Stern Discusses Jewish Culture, Philosophy and Relations 
JACQUELINE. SPARKS '09 
NEWS EDITOR 
On Wednesday, Feb. 18, the 
Jewish Studies Department host· 
ed a lecture by Professor Gregg 
Stern from University of 
Massachusetts· Amherst. The 
talk, entitled "Judaism and 
Philosophy: A Reinterpretation of 
Traditions'', was based on Stem's 
new book: Philosophy and 
Rabbinic Culture: Jewish 
Interpretation and Controversy 
m Medieval Languedoc. There 
was, unfortunately, a low 
turnout, probably due to the 
snowy weather. 
Stern began by speaking 
about the distinctive examples of 
regional Jewish culture in the 
middle ages. The most obvious is 
probably the Jews from Spain, 
modem-day Sephardi, who, even 
after their expulsion from Spain, 
still thought of themselves as 
Spanish, and whose customs and 
language differ from other Jews. 
While the Jews in Languedoc 
(which is located in the southern 
part of modem-day France) did 
develop their own sense of region· 
al identity, for them, such identity 
did not survive their expulsion 
from the region in 1306. 
Stem next spoke about differ-
ent streams of Judaism at the 
time. He said the most extreme 
and exciting change in Jewish 
thought occurred during the high 
middle ages (the 12th, 13th and 
14th centuries). Kabbalah, 
Jewish mysticism, while it claims 
to be older, was probably just get· 
ting started in the 12th and 13th 
centuries. In addition, there was 
a new interest in Aristotelian phi· 
losophy. This had been partially 
fueled by the writings of the 
Spanish-Jewish philosopher 
Maimonides. However, after 
Maimonides' death, the only place 
that truly tried to mix Jewish law 
and philosophy was Languedoc. 
After the introduction, Stem 
turned to a textual example that 
had been handed out to the audi· 
ence. This was a letter written by 
a Rabbi from Languedoc defend· 
ing his community's engagement 
with philosophy. Stem used this 
text to illustrate the problems 
that other Jewish oommunities 
had with the community in 
Languedoc. A controversy had 
developed around 1304, when 
some Jews felt that their coreli· 
gionists had gone too far into phi· 
losophy, and tried to ban the pub-
lication of philosophic works. 
This letter was written as a part 
of that debate. However, the sci· 
entific mindset of the region per-
sisted until the Black Death. 
'lb conclude, Stern spoke 
about the relations between the 
Christians and Jews in the 
region. Reflections of the 
Albigensian Crusade of the early 
13th century in the same region 
may have influenced the Jews to 
try to hide their conflict from their 
Christian neighbors. However, 
overall, it seemed as though the 
Jews got along better with the 
Christians then in many other 
parts of Europe. 
Impressively, Stem did not 
use notes. While this did lead to 
some small pauses while he 
searched for words, overall he 
seemed very well-organized and 
prepared. However, he assumed 
that his audience had a certain Maimonides was and what he 
amount of knowledge; for exam· had written about. However, 
ple, it was taken for granted that taken all together, it was a very 
the audience knew who impressive lecture. 
Top 5 
Pranks to Play on Your Roommate 
5. Find the name and number of a male escort 
in the Yellow Pages and write them on your 
roommate's hand after he passes out. 
4. Put a small squeaky toy under his mat-
tress so it makes a noise every time he moves 
in his sleep. 
3. Fill a condom with Cetaphil and leave it at 
the top of his trash can. Claim to know noth-
ing about it 
2. Every 2 weeks, move his bed up one notch. 
1. Poke holes in his condoms ... jk lol.* 
* p.s. chis is NOT a good idea. 
You're a Bitch ... 
But Karma's a Bigger One 
Beadz 
4 Bewbs 
This Is Not Europe, This Is 
Oub Trin, There Are Rules! AT can't always catch 
you and your friends at 
your most devious, and, 
mare importantly, embar-
rassing moments, so share· 
a naughty tale! Email us 
at tripod@trinroll.edu. 
After verbally assaulting a 
freshman who was apparently 
getting a little too fresh, a sen-
ior suffered a little taste of her 
own medicine in the form of 
a cocktail dripping down her 
face. AT wants to know: who 
was the sneaky sniper who 
masterminded this attack? 
If you weren't in attendance at 
a certain Mardi Gras-themed 
soiree at Allen Place on Saturday_ 
night, you missed some serious 
skin. Some campers, uncon-
cerned with the quality of jewelry 
received from their male admir-
ers, were freely flashing their fun-
bags. 
AT was shocked to see some 
Friday night dubbers getting it 
o~ Jn one of the provided cages. 
They weren't kidding when 
they said "show up, show off, 
take it that far." Now someone 
is going to have an impressive 
addition to their "Places I Did 
The Nasty" list. Thanks EAC! 
ARTS 
~t 1:riniq_, 1:ripob 
Winslet Finally Wins, Gay Politics Dominate, Ledger Honored 
JAMES E. KUKSTIS '10 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
At the 81st annual Academy Awards, 
Slumdog Millionaire was king, a perpet-
ual bridesmaid was finally queen, and a 
Hollywood heavy-hitter solidified his 
place at the top of his game. A late great 
was finally deified, and perhaps, just 
perhaps, Woody Allen is officially back. 
Danny Boyle's Bollywood tale of rags 
to riches was the big winner, picking up 
eight Oscars, including Best Picture and 
Best Director, for Boyle. It also won for 
Best Score, Best Song, Best Adapted 
Screenplay, Best Cinematography, Best 
Editing, and Best Sound. The Brad Pitt 
staring The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button won three awards and The Dark 
Knight won two, including a posthu-
mous Best Supporting Actor trophy for 
Heath Ledger. 
Ledger's win was perhaps the most 
foreseen of the night, but was nonethe-
less an emotional and touching moment. 
His father and two sisters accepted the 
award on his behalf, capping off a sweep 
of the awards season. Usually awarded 
near the beginning of the night, close to 
Best Supporting Actress, Ledger's win 
was late in the show, likely a concession 
to the assumed significance of the 
award he was sure to win. 
The first award of the night was, 
indeed, Best Supporting Actress, which 
went to Penelope Cruz for Vicky 
Christina Barcelona, directed by Woody 
Allen. Allen has a history of directing 
actors to Academy Award nominations 
and wins: five, including Cruz, have 
won, and 11 others have been nominat-
ed. 
few surprises of the evening, as Mickey 
Rourke was favored to win for The 
Wrestler. He was Hollywood's come-
back kid of the season, but the tale was 
not to be completed. The nomination 
will have to stay as his reward. 
Kate Winslet finally won an Oscar, 
after her sixth nomination. At the age of 
33, this number of nominations is cer-
tainly a feat, and it was due time that 
duction was, just that, a production, 
which helped to liven up the show. 
Instead of being spread throughout the 
show, the nominees for Best Song were 
shortened and performed in a medley 
fashion. Additionally, most technical 
awards were handed out in quick suc-
cession by one presenter, which saved 
time and quickened the pace of the 
show, making it more exciting. The pace 
www.awardsdaily.com 
The winners, Kate Winslet, Sean Penn, and Penelope Cruz. in the acting categories pose together. 
she gain the little golden man. She was 
clearly grateful and amazed at her win, 
which I believe was long overdue. 
The producers of this year's show 
were publicly eager to re-vamp the pro-
duction, and Hugh Jackman, as host, 
felt this responsibility most. A popular 
host of the Tony Awards, he did not dis-
was certainly faster than in years past, 
which this watcher greatly appreciated. 
Sean Penn was the winner of Best appoint, singing and dancing in multi-
Milles win for Best Original 
Screenplay, to screenwriter Dustin 
Lance Black, along with Penn's win, 
gave the night a decidedly anti· 
Proposition 8 feel to the evening. In 
Black's acceptance speech, he spoke of 
the hope the story of Harvey Milk had 
given him as a gay man, and spoke of 
the hope he still has for the gay and les· 
bian youth of America, saying: "If 
Actor for his work in Milk, which also 
won the award for Best Original 
Screenplay. Penn's win was one of the 
ple musical numbers with various popu-
lar stars such as Anne Hathaway, Zac 
Efron, and Beyonce Knowles. The pro-
Harvey had not been taken from us 30 
years ago I think he'd want to me to say 
to [those children] who have told that 
they are less than by their churches, or 
by the government or by their families, 
that you are beautiful, wonderful crea-
tures of value. And that, no matter what 
anyone tells you, God does love you, and 
that very soon, I promise you, you will 
have equal rights, federally, across this 
great nation of ours." Penn had similar 
sentiments in his acceptance speech. "I 
think that it is a good time for those who 
voted for the ban against gay marriage 
to sit and reflect and anticipate their 
great shame and the shame in their 
grandchildren's eyes if they continue 
that way of support. We've got to have 
equal rights for everyone." While nor-
mally I am annoyed by celebrities 
bringing their politics into their award 
acceptances, given the nature of the 
movie, about the first openly-gay elected 
official in the state of California, it 
seemed to fit in this case. 
Viewership of this year's show was 
up 13 percent from last year's, but still 
down from two years ago. Overall, it 
seemed more like a party than a show, 
and different, new camera angles and 
shots made the telecast far more engag· 
ing. Each acting award was presented 
by five previous winners, each of whom 
gave a short monologue about each 
nominee. It was touching to see each 
nominee's reaction to the (generally) 
older star's touching tribute. Anne 
Hathaway, a Best Actress nominee for 
Rachel Getting Married (see review 
below), seemed particularly touched. 
Slumdog Millionaire's domination 
was expected, and this made the show 
mildly less exciting, but the show, with 
all of its glitz and glamour, was as 
Hollywood expected, just as it should 
be. 
Family Issues Take Center Stage in Rachel Getting Married 
www.ign.com 
Anne Hathaways steals the show as Kym when she returns home for the wedding of her sister, Rachel. 
CATI-IERINE MA.RINEU.O '11 the family years before and continues 
ARTS CONTRIBUTOR to cause them pain. As family and 
Rachel Getting Married is, at the 
heart of it, about family. Rachel 
(Rosemarie De Witt) is, in fact, getting 
married. However, it is her chain-
smoking, dark and cynical addict sister 
Kym <Anne Hathaway) who steals the 
limelight when she returns home from 
her most recent stint in rehab. 
friends prepare for what is perhaps the 
least traditional wedding ever, they 
find themselves distracted by the ten-
sions that are always present in this 
family. 
The storyline itself is appealing, 
fresh and full of raw emotion. 
However, the family's emotional jour-
ney seemed to be occasionally lost 
Although she has been clean for nine among a very long rehearsal dinner. 
months, Kym's emotional recovery is 
much more complicated as she has to 
deal with her family and all that comes 
with it, including a tragedy that rocked 
This scene contains every single mem-
ber of the cast speaking, whether the 
audience knows who they are or not (it 
is expected for there to be hundreds of 
Rachel (Rosemarie DeWitt) and her fiance Sidney (Tunde Adebimpe) flank Kym (Anne Hathaway). 
guests at a wedding, but the fact is that 
no audience could possibly figure out 
who all of them are, especially because 
the movie makes no effort to tell us) . A 
particularly riveting competition over 
who can load the dishwasher in the 
most efficient manner also causes the 
movie to drag. It is natural for family 
to be fighting one minute, laughing the 
next: such as when Rachel makes a joy· 
ful announcement during a heated 
argument over Kym's self-serving, 
semi-apologetic toast at the rehearsal 
dinner (Kym: "You can't just drop that 
tectonic bit of information into a com· 
pletely separate conversation, 
Rachel!") Nevertheless, the choppy 
cinematograJ?hY and even choppier sto· 
rytelling made me almost literally go 
cross·eyed at times. This is a movie 
with very real feeling, which earned 
Anne Hathaway many nominations 
and wins this awards season, including 
an Oscar nomination. Nonetheless, the 
film merely describes characters, 
rather than guiding them in a tradi· 
tional storytelling way. Thus, it is 
unclear why Kym is picked up from her 
father's house after the wedding, and 
as she drives off, the audience is left 
with a very real feeling of unfinished 
business. 
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The Intersection of the Beatles and Politics Subject of Lecture 
MONICA AU-YEUNG '12 
ARTS CONTRIBUTOR 
The Beatles were the subject of a lec-
ture by Professor of Music John Platoff 
on Thursday, Feb. 19. He wanted to, as 
he put it, "begin at the beginning and end 
at the end." He started the lecture by 
first examining two songs, ''I Saw Her 
Standing There", the first song from the 
Beatles' first album, Please Please Me, 
and "Come Together", the first song from 
the last album, Abbey Road. 
The four young guys who grew up in 
Liverpool in Northern England gained 
inspiration for their music through their 
own lives and the narrow range of pop 
music that was available at the time. It 
was here they recorded their first song, ''I 
Saw Her Standing There", a song about 
adolescent lust. When speaking about 
the songs, Platoff added in little musical 
tidbits such as how the line "Well my 
heart went boom" takes up a series of 10 
bars of music rather than the traditional 
eight. After examining this song, Platoff 
proceeded to play a short clip of the song 
to support what he had just spoken 
about. 
In contrast to the first song from the 
first album, Platoff used the example of 
"Come Together" to show how the 
Beatles' stylistic development shifted 
from "straightforward" to "subtle and 
mysterious". Platoff did not comment 
much on this song because he wanted to 
refer back to it as part of the end of the 
lecture, but he still played a few seconds 
of the song to show us the difference 
between the styles of music from the 
beginning of the Beatles' career to the 
end. 
The third example that Platoff used 
was "Eleanor Rigby". According to 
Platoff, this song, written by McCartney, 
who could not read music, with the help 
of the producer, George Martin, "reaches 
outside of the pop world." Platoff com-
www.beatlemaniaalumni.com 
Platoff referred to the opening song of Abbey Road (cover above) at the beginning and end of his lecture. 
mented about the string octet that pro-
vides the background music to the lyrics 
and the counter melodies that are pres-
ent before playing a clip of the song. 
''Tomorrow Never Knows", the fourth 
example used by Platoff, portrays the 
"exploration of the ego-death of LSD" by 
John Lennon. It was based on the 
Tibetan book of the dead, recommended 
by Lennon's friend, Timothy Leary, who 
told Lennon that the book should be read 
during an LSD trip. In the middle of the 
song, Lennon's vocals start to become 
distorted because he wanted it to sound 
like the Dali Llama and Tibetan monks. 
Some of the distortion was created by the 
playing of another Beatles song, 
''Taxman", backwards. 'Th be analyzed 
along with this song, Platoff suggested 
"Revolver" and ''Yellow Submarine", 
which Platoff thought may have been the 
closest to Zen thought that the Beatles 
ever came, and he ended this fourth 
example by quoting ''Yellow Submarine": 
"And our friends are all aboard/Many 
more of them live next door." Platoff 
pointed out that while many people 
think of ''Yellow Submarine" as a light-
Emily Gittleman '11 
Prof. Platoff spoke about how the music of the Beatles was influenced by the politics of the 1960s. 
hearted song, the presence of lines like 
the one he quoted challenge that percep-
tion. 
The last example Platoff used before 
referring back to "Come 'Together'' was 
''Revolution 1" and ''Revolution", two ver-
sions of the same song. ''Revolution" was 
seen as the Beatles' most controversial 
song by far, and the reaction to the first 
release of the song was "really intense". 
This song was written in the summer of 
1968, after the Beatles had spent the 
beginning of the year in India, cut off 
from the world. However, that was a 
very turbulent year throughout the 
world, and when the Beatles returned, 
they found the opposite of the calm that 
they had found in India. This song was 
meant to display Lennon's skepticism 
about political radicalism and he no 
longer wanted to hide his views. 
Originally, the lyrics contained just the 
word "out'' in the line ''Don't you know 
that you can count me out'' but then dur-
ing recording, he added the word ''in" 
after "out", so both words were heard in 
the song. That was released as a single 
with a mellow, laid-back acoustic guitar 
melody. It was controversial with the 
public so Lennon decided to re-record the 
song with the original lyrics with just the 
word "out". In addition, he wanted it to 
sound highly distorted, raucous, and 
dirty so that it more accurately reflected 
the sentiment. That version, known as 
''Revolution 1", was what was ultimately 
released on the ''White Album". Radicals 
felt better about this version because 
they thought that this was a positive 
change in Lennon's thinking, although 
this version had been the original. 
'Th end the lecture, aside from looping 
the topic back to "Come 'Together" and 
how Platoff believed it was meant to be a 
symbol of political martyrdom, Platoff 
encapsulated the Beatles by quoting 
''What they did best was not politics but 
art." 
Trinity Students Shine in Live Adaptation of Online Musical 
JACQUELINE SPARKS '09 
ARTS EDITOR 
Dr. Horrible's Sing-Along Blog start-
ed life as a made-for-internet musical, 
created by Joss Whedon (Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer, Firefly) and other col-
laborators, most of whom share the 
name Whedon. However, senior Bryce 
Snarski-Pierce decided that it should 
not just stay on computer screens, but 
rather that it should travel to stage. 
And of course, the stage he picked was 
Trinity College's own Garmany Hall. 
I have not seen the original, so I can 
not comment on how faithful the version 
presented here was but the acting was 
superb. As Dr. Horrible, Brad DeBiase 
'11 conveyed the sense of a bumbling vil-
lain, who was trying to be a villain 
because he did not know what else to do. 
As his nemesis, and rival for Penny 
(Dani Warly '12), Ben Cooper '11 was a 
self-absorbed hero. 
Playing Moist, Dr. Horrible's damp 
assistant, David Kimball-Stanley '09 
brought down the house with "[No Body 
Wants to be] Moist", his solo number. 
His first attempt to sing brought 
Snarski-Pierce irately from backstage to 
cut him off, but the second time, he was 
able to complete the song. It was the 
only completely solo song in the show, 
and Kimball-Stanley was able to carry it 
off. 
In addition, the Bad Horse Singers, 
played by Peter Kempson '10, Corey 
Stein '10 and David Caffey '11 were sim-
Bryce Snarski-Pierce '09 
The Bad Horse Singers serenade the audience while Dr. Horrible and Moist intensely read their mail. 
Captain Hammer and Dr. Horrible face off, with Hammer having the upper hand in the confrontation. 
ply hilarious. The only problem was 
that they only had two, very short songs. 
Although I don't know how the rest of 
the audience felt, I was left wanting 
more from them. 
Furthermore, early in the show, Dr. 
Horrible steals from a car, which he is 
remote controlling on stage. The dexter-
ity of DeBiase's handling was impres-
sive; at one point he even sent the car 
through Cooper's legs. The one false 
note was that the prop tag could be 
clearly seen, and read, on the back of the 
remote.-
The show was an interesting reversal 
of stereotypes, in that the villain, Dr. 
Horrible, was much more sympathetic 
then the hero, Captain Hammer. 
Hammer was self-absorbed and rude to 
most of the other people around him. 
Horrible, by contrast, was mainly a 
sweet, awkward geek, even while talk-
ing about his evil plots. This was reflect-
ed in their clothing: while both wore 
gauntlets, Captain Hammer's were 
black, while Dr. Horrible's were white. 
In fact, all of Dr. Horrible's villain 
clothes (a lab coat) were white, until the 
very end. 
As a small, unofficial production (it 
was funded by the Entertainment 
Activities Council,(EAC), not the 
Theater or Music Departments), there 
were no tickets. Audience members sim-
ply queued up and hoped to get in. Fear 
of lack of seats lead many to come early, 
but, at the show I attended, there were a 
few seats left open. All in all, this was a 
worthy undertaking by Snarski-Pierce 
and all the people who supported him. 
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Start Your Career in Accounting. Join Trinity Alumni for a 
Networking Reception 
Space Avallable 
Thursday, February 26th at 6:00 pm 
Northeastern's MS in Accounting/MBA 
for non-accounting maiors: 
W~hington Room, Mather Hall 
Keynote Speaker: Edward J. p·o~pesil, Jr. '.69 
Chairman of Technology Executives Netwo.rking Group, LLC • Earn two.degrees in just 15 months. • Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading 
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Take the first step. 
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Special Academic Programs 
300 Summit Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 
idp@trincoll.edu 
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The Individualized Degree Progra·m 
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Open House 
Thursday, March 5, 2009 
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Professor of Religion and 
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Win No. 202 Comes Down to Wire Trinity Falls to Amherst, 
continued from page 1 
where the Crimson players proved 
ly. 
renewed vigor. He split the first F1· ntS· hes wi· th 9-15 Reco .... d With the conclusion of the third two games of the set with Sanchez J.. , 
and won the third by a score of 9·5. 
With the set score at 2·1, Chaudhry 
set, Princeton was ahead 2·1. 
Trinity freshman Vikram no more difficult for the Bantams 
than the Big Green the day before. 
Again, the top nine Bantams easily 
won all nine sets they played. 
Trinity sophomore Parth Sharma 
quickly won his first game against 
Crimson player Eliot Buchanon in 
the fourth-ranked set. Buchanon 
fought back in the second game of 
the set, working Sharma to an 8·8 
tie. In the end, Sharma scored the 
last two points needed to conclude 
the game and the set in his favor. 
Trinity sophomore Chris Binnie 
was the only Bantam who took four 
games to find success, instead of 
the three his teammates played. In 
the ninth ranked game, Binnie won 
the first game by a score of 9·3. His 
Harvard opponent took power in 
the second game and finished it 
quickly, winning 3-9. Binnie did not 
let this setback stop him and pro· 
ceeded to win the third and fourth 
games, sealing the set for himself 
and the match for Trinity. 
Sunday's match was much 
more difficult for the Bantams than 
the two prior days of playing, as 
they faced the Tigers for the final 
match and the championship title. 
Trinity senior quad-captain Manek 
Mathur began the match in the 
number three spot with a split of 
the first two games against his 
Princeton adversary. The freshman 
Tiger was not to be discounted 
though as he shut Mathur out in 
the third game, winning 9-0. 
Mathur fought back and managed 
to take the fourth and fifth games 
by score of 9·1 and 9-2, respective· 
Malholtra bested a Princeton jun· 
ior in three quick games at the 
number eight spot, adjusting the 
match score to a tie at two sets 
apiece. 
The Bantams' attempted come· 
back did not last long, as Princeton 
took the next set, putting the 
Tigers back in the lead. Down by 
one set, senior quad-captain 
Gustav Detter faced off against 
Tiger senior tri·captain Kimlee 
Wong. Detter lost the first two 
games, but as his succumbed to 
fatigue, he remained strong and 
took the final three to bring the 
overall match score to 3·3. 
Princeton took the lead with the 
conclusion of the seventh ranked 
set, when Bantam sophomore 
Andres Vargas fell to Princeton 
freshman Kelly Shannon, in only 
three games. The set left the match 
score at 4·3. 
Sharma, the hero of last week's 
match against these same Tigers, 
split the first four games with his 
Princeton opponent. The fifth game 
proved a struggle for Sharma, but 
he was able to pull himself ahead to 
win by two points, winning 9-7. 
Sharma's set left the match tied 
at 4·4 with one set remaining. In 
the number one spot, Bantam jun· 
ior Baset Chaudhry met the same 
opponent to whom he narrowly lost 
in a fierce fight last weekend, Tiger 
semor tri·captain Mauricio 
Sanchez. Chaudhry approached 
this set, with the national champi· 
onship title on the line, with a 
and Sanchez began to play the 
fourth and potentially last game of 
the set. 
However, Sanchez was not 
ready to relinquish the match and 
the title to Trinity, and in the inter-
est of ending the Bantam winning 
streak, trounced Chaudhry, 9·2. 
Returning for the fifth game, the 
men were tied at two games apiece. 
Sanchez continued to play as he 
had in the previous game, quickly 
building himself up to a five-point 
lead. With Sanchez only four points 
away from finishing the last game 
of the set, of the match, and of the 
tournament for Princeton, 
Chaudhry began to stage his 
remarkable comeback. He gradual· 
ly worked the score to a tie and 
then pulled himself into the lead as 
Sanchez began to tire. In a desper-
ate attempt to bring home number 
202 for Trinity, Chaudhry scored 
nine consecutive points, ended the 
game with a score of 5·4, and 
sealed the title for the Trinity 
Bantams. 
The Bantams finish the season 
with an overall record of 19·0 and 
their 11th national championship. 
Princeton was Trinity's 202nd sue· 
cessful match, sustaining their 
ongoing 11 ·year·old record. Head 
coach of 15 years Paul Assaiante 
said, "Thinking about 200 wins 
makes me think of all the outstand· 
ing young men who have been a 
part of it for the last 11 years. Each 
and every one of them can be proud 
of this accomplishment." 
continued from page 16 
in as interim head coach. 
"I am proud of the progress we 
have made as team and as individ· 
uals," said Rowe. ''This season we 
had to overcome a multitude of 
adversities from a coaching change 
to not playing well to struggling to 
find our team identity. We were 
able to come together as a cohesive 
unit and get this thing together 
and rolling. It was not easy and it 
was definitely a true test of our 
team's character." 
Character, camaraderie, and 
team chemistry carried them 
throughout the season and brought 
them to the NESCAC Tournament. 
They progressed as a team and 
worked relentlessly to earn every 
victory, a work ethic the seniors 
applaud. 
"I commend every last one of 
my teammates on a job well done, 
regardless of what our final record 
was," noted Rowe. "For me it was 
still a season where much was 
accomplished, as I enjoyed observ· 
ing and being a part of the growth 
of our team." 
Dan Kupper '09 
Chris Applegate '12 shoots a free throw. 
Wrestling Bids Farewell 
to Kum£ at Season's End 
continued from page 16 
form of the leadership and attitude 
he has imparted on the team. 
''I'm obviously going to miss the 
mat time and competition, but rm 
really going to miss watching the 
development of the team. We're going 
to be really competitive in the next 
couple years. It should be really excit· 
ing. rm just glad I got to be a part of 
it," said Kumf. 
Because the Bantams will lose 
only Kumf to graduation this year, 
the future success of the team will be 
dependent on continued strong 
recruiting classes and the develop· 
ment of the underclassmen. 
Sophomore Max Walk put it best 
when he said, "We've got no more 
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M. BASKETBALL SEASON ENDS IN QUARTERFINALS 
Despite Contributions from Seniors, Amherst Overpowers Bantams 
DAN KUPPER '09 
With just over two minutes left in the game, Amherst senior for-
ward Brian Baskauskas drove baseline with two Bantam defenders 
on his back. He went up with the ball, got bumped, twisted in mid·air, 
and hit an unorthodox, awkward reverse layup that dropped jaws and 
inspired awe in the 600 fans who sat restlessly in LeFrak 
Gymnasium. 
It was a bizarre-looking, yet extraordinary shot that was entirely 
indicative of second-seeded Amherst College's gripping 80-66 victory 
over seventh-seeded Trinity College in the first round of the NESCAC 
Tournament on Saturday, Feb. 21. 
Amherst (20·5) consistently hit astonishing, heavily-contested 
shots on a day that saw the Lord Jeffs advance to the NESCAC semi· 
finals and that marked an end to the Trinity men's basketball season. 
The game capped off a compelling departure to Trinity seniors 
Paul Rowe, Aaron Westbrooks, and Aaron Pangburn as they played 
their final collegiate game. "It was a pleasure to lead a team as such 
my senior year, and I am eternally grateful for the effort and commit· 
ment showed by all the boys," said Westbrooks, who had 10 points and 
went six for six from the free-throw line. "My four·year collegiate 
career at Trinity has been a life experience I will never forget." 
Trinity (9·15) played with class. The Bantams played tough, grit· 
ty basketball in a hostile environment that allowed them to exhibit a 
great deal of resiliency, a characteristic of their team that had carried 
them to this point. 
Trinity came back from deficits of 12 and 13 points at various 
points throughout the contest behind the leadership, poise, and bril· 
liance of senior co-captain Paul Rowe. 
Rowe was unstoppable. He slashed, dashed, hit fadeaways, and 
drove hard to the basket. When he was not making shots, he was get· 
ting fouled at the rim. He hit 10 of 12 free throws, shot 10 for 1 7 from 
the field, and grabbed a team·high six rebounds to cap off a 30·point 
SPORTS WRITER 
night. Rowe was the relentless go·to guy; he put the team on his 
shoulders and showed the rest of the NESCAC exactly what he is 
capable of doing. 
Trinity, who shot 38.5 percent from the field, was forced to claw 
its way back into the game numerous times. The Bantams erased a 
13-point deficit in the first half and went into intermission down by 
only three points. The Lord Jeffs, who shot an unparalleled 58.8 per· 
cent from beyond the arc, opened the second half with a detrimental 
17·8 run. The Bantams fought their way back into the game once 
again and cut it to five points with just over 11 minutes to play. The 
sharp shooting of Baskauskas, junior guard Steven Wheeler, and 
sophomore guard Conor Meehan, however, was too much for Trinity 
to handle. 
Amherst continued to pour in buckets on the offensive end, creat· 
ing pandemonium in the crowd when senior center Mike Holsey threw 
down a thunderous dunk with just over three minutes to play. The 
Lord Jeffs did not relinquish their 12·point lead from there on out. 
"Hats off to an Amherst team who had the best game of their sea· 
son simply because they had to bring their 'N game if they were going 
to beat us," noted Rowe. 
Baskauskas finished the game with 19 points, including four 
thr~e-pointers. Meehan had 17 points and Wheeler added another 14. 
Trinity (4·5 in the NESCAC), who shot 92.6 percent from the char· 
ity stripe, received productive contribution from sophomore guard Ian 
Fels and freshman center Chris Applegate, who scored nine points 
apiece. 
It was a season of highs and lows for the men's basketball team, who 
played very well despite the impromptu resignation of former head coach 
Stan Ogrodnik just before the season began. Sean Tabb was able to step 
see TRINITY on page 15 
Inside Sports: 
Squash Wins 11th 





BEN SPEICHER '11 
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR 
It was not a conventional road to 
the finals, but the road less taken 
proved to be the right one as junior 
tri·captain Jacob Gire became the 
first Bantam wrestler to reach the 
finals of the New England Wrestling 
Association (NEWA) Championships 
since fourtime New England champ 
and Trinity College sports legend 
Mike Blair '06. After going 2· 1 in the 
first day of the tournament, Gire won 
his first match of the second day 
before receiving wins via injury 
default and disqualification to 
advance in an unorthodox route to 
the finals against top seed Corey 
Paulish '11 from Williams College. 
After losing a hard-fought match, 
Gire placed second in the 141 ·pound 
weight class. Along with an impres· 
sive fourth·place finish in the 285· 
pound weight class by freshman Greg 
Vaughan, the Bantams secured a 
respectable ninth-place finish in the 
overall team standings, their first 
top·l0 finish in four years. 
While the Bantams' performance 
may have shocked some of their 
opponents, it came as no surprise to 
second year Head Coach Stephen 
Makein. 'We've taken some big steps 
forward this year. We increased our 
number of place winners and nearly 
doubled our dual meet wins from last 
year. I'd like to have done a little bet· 
ter this season, but we had some 
unfortunate injuries that held us 
back. We're still right on track where 
I planned for us to be," noted Makein. 
He continued by stating that he has 
set the goal of winning the tourna· 
ment in 2011, when Trinity will serve 
as the host. 
This season's improvement 
would not have been possible without 
the help of Assistant Coaches John 
Bennett and Matt Banas. The addi· 
tion of Banas has been instrumental 
in the building of the program's 
future, as he has been a huge help 
with recruiting. The coaching staff 
has been key to the visible improve· 
ment of the team, by bringing in the 
strongest recruiting class in years. 
Asked for an example of the type of 
talent we can expect next year, Banas 
offered, "I can give you Vaughan." 
The Bantams also received 
impressive performances from sopho· 
more Emeka Kanu in the 184-pound 
weight class and senior co-captain 
Pat Kumf in the 197-pound weight 
class, who both placed in the top 
eight of their respective events. Kumf 
put on the blue and gold for the final 
time as he closed out his last season 
at Trinity with a careerbest 15·7 
record, bringing his career total to 38 
wins. Though he may not be 
wrestling for the Bantams anymore, 
Kumf will leave his legacy in the 
see WRESTLING on page 15 
